
 
GCSE English Post 16 Provision from September 2011 

 
Changes to GCSE English qualifications will affect centres offering a one year sit course from 
September 2011. Below we have given you some guidance on your choices and the benefits of the 
new unitised structure.  
 

From this date you will have a centre choice about  which qualifications you offer. As your students 
are over the age of 16 they do not have to cover the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study. This means 
you can offer: 
      

Either:                                                                               Or: 
       GCSE English                                                              GCSE English Language 
 
 

Post 16, a C grade in either qualification counts as the gateway qualification to further education, 
training and higher education. So you will be able to look at the course content of both new 
specifications and see which best suits your students.                                                 
 

Additionally, if you choose, GCSE English Literature can be made available as part of the wider GCSE 
provision. 
 
The benefits of a unitised course for post 16 provision 
The new specifications have been designed as unitised qualifications. GCSE English and English 
Language are made up of three units each:  
 

• Unit 1 is 20% of the assessment 
• Unit 2 is 40% of the assessment 
• Unit 3 is 40% of the assessment. 

 

You will find that teaching the course as separate units helps the students to focus on specific skills 
and assessments, and gives pace to the course thus improving motivation.  
 
Planning to make the most of the units 
In a unitised qualification candidates must be entered for each unit. Unit entries can be made for 
the January assessment and June assessment. When the final unit entry is made the candidate 
cashes in the unit scores and receives a certificate and a grade. 
 

If you choose, you can enter students for a unit for January assessment to find out how well your 
students are performing before the end of the course and advise them on re-sitting the unit in June. 
If you prefer, you  can put the students in for all the assessments at the end of the course. 
 
Next Steps 
Visit our Spec at a Glance pages here: 
GCSE English at a Glance   Full Specification 
 
GCSE English Language at a Glance  Full Specification
 
GCSE English Literature    Full Specification
 
Request your free Getting Started Packs  
You will have received your free Edexcel Getting Started Packs, with annotated versions of the 
final specifications, Controlled Assessment tasks and sample examination papers. The pack also 
includes details of our comprehensive resources and support for you and your students with insight 
from our examiners to support planning, implementation and delivery, including course plans and 
advice on Controlled Assessment. If you need further copies please contact 
english10@edexcel.com. 
 
Download the Sample post 16 course plans and schemes of work here: 
Fast track GCSE English Course Planner
 
Fast track GCSE English Language Course Planner
 
Please sign up to EnglishSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk to be kept informed of the latest 
support. 
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Visit the English community forum to read notices, ask questions, share ideas and download 
documents www.edexcel.com/community-english. 
 
Download free assessment materials from our English10 website www.English10.co.uk - just click 
on the specification and then ‘Documents’ to find: 

• 2010-11 controlled assessment tasks and texts. 
• 2011-2012 controlled assessment tasks and texts. 
• Student exemplars for all controlled assessment units. 
• Teacher Support Books and pod casts giving step-by-step tutorials about controlled 

assessment. 
• Key Dates for your Diary: dates for entries and submission of Controlled Assessment 

marks.  
  
Controlled Assessment Guidance 
Please note we do recommend you view the English Controlled Assessment Podcast found here 
www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/podcast-english.aspx and can be downloaded and shown in your 
centre. It is an excellent guide from our Chair of Examiners, Tony Farrell, on the rules and logistics 
of running Controlled Assessments. Also please refer to the GCSE English10 specifications Getting 
Started Packs section: Your questions about Controlled Assessment.  
   
Comprehensive Training 
You will have the opportunity to meet and work directly with our Senior Examiners, address 
common issues, discuss FAQs, promote and share good practice in the teaching of these 
qualifications. Please visit www.edexcel.com/english10-training and choose the event(s) you wish 
to attend. You can book online at www.edexcel.com/trainingbookings or by calling 0844 576 0027 
and quoting the relevant event code. 
  
Request your FREE Resources 
Please complete the form on our website to request your free copy of the Poetry Anthology 
ActiveTeach CD-ROM and Teacher’s Guide.
 
Request FREE Poetry Anthology copies for your students 
If you haven’t already requested your FREE student copies of our Poetry Anthology, please download 
the form by clicking Request your free Student Poetry Anthologies.  
 
Evaluation Packs of our published resources 
An extensive suite of our own Students’ Books, Teacher’s Guides and ActiveTeach CD-ROMs, to 
give teachers comprehensive support for every element of the specifications. Please contact 
Pearson Education on 0845 630 33 33, or by visiting www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk 
quoting ISBN: 978-1-84690-640-4.  
  
Teachit have produced free teaching resources for the Edexcel GCSE English, English Language and 
English Literature qualifications. Simply visit www.Teachit.co.uk. 
You do not need to be a Teachit subscriber to access these materials. 
  
Functional English 
You may be aware that we are also offering Functional English at all levels from this September and 
have been successfully running the largest Functional Skills pilot.  If you are interested please do 
contact us by email fsdevelopment@edexcel.com and visit our website 
www.edexcel.com/functional-skills. 
 
Contacts for support and guidance 
Please do not hesitate to contact the English team to discuss any aspect of our specifications 
further, or request our support.  
Telephone: 0844 372 2188 
Email: english10@edexcel.com or contact our English Subject Advisor, directly at 
EnglishSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk.  
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