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texts a, B and C are for use with question 1.


TEXT A


The following excerpts come from a book which was written between 1610 and 1612. In it the author, 
William Strachey, gives an account of some of the “critters” which live in Chesapeake Bay on the east 
coast of North America.  


Shaddes, of a yard long, and for sweetnes and fatnes a reasonable good fish, he is only full of 
small bones.


Grampus, porpois, seales, stingraies, bretts, mullets, white salmons, trout, soles, playse, 
comfish, rockfish, eeles, lampreys, cat-fish, perch of three sorts, shrimp, crefishes, cockles, 
mushells, and more such like, like needles to name, all good fish.


Oysters there be in whole bancks and beds, and those of the best I have seene some thirteen 
inches long. The savages use to boyle oysters and mussels together, and with the broath they 
make a good spoone meat, thickened with the flower of their wheat; an yt is a great thrit and 
husbandry with them to hang the oysters upon strings (being shaul and dried.) in the smoake, 
thereby to preserve them all the yeare.


There be two sorts of sea crabs, and the one our people call a king crabb, and they are taken 
in shoall waters from off the shore a dozen at a tyme hanging one upon another’s tails; they are 
of a foote in length and half a foote in bredth, having manie leggs an a long tayle; the Indians 
seldom eat of this king.
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TEXT B


This is a written record of part of a current affairs programme first broadcast on the Australian ABC 
television network in 2004. The host, George Negus, introduces a report from Simon Watt, who is 
interviewing Dr. Mark Norman, a Marine Scientist. 


GEORGE NEGUS: G’day, welcome again, and tonight we meet some Australian questers 
– people in search of knowledge of a scientific kind. First, hands up if you have any idea at 
all what a blobfish is. Or a snothead, or maybe a giant sea spider. Don’t know any of them 
intimately myself, but they all sound pretty revolting. Well, Simon Watt claims he has some 
answers for us.


DR MARK NORMAN, MARINE SCIENTIST, MUSEUM VICTORIA: I love the 
names, to start with. We’ve got blobfish, hagfish, viperfish, dragonfish, slickheads, snotheads, 
crustheads, jewel squid, um, giant sea spiders. I mean, they’re all things that evoke instantly a 
feeling of monsters of the deep. 


SIMON WATT: Mark Norman is a senior marine curator at Museum Victoria. He’s a world 
authority on the life of squids, cuttlefish and all things mollusc. He recently took part in a major 
expedition to look at life a couple of kilometres under the sea. 


DR MARK NORMAN: If an alien came and landed and said, “Show us your most common 
habitat,” it’d be the deep sea. Two-thirds of the earth is water, um, most of it is over 2km deep, 
so that’s the common stuff. We’re the funny sort of fringe dwellers. We don’t put much thought 
into the deep sea or the sea in general. It becomes this black hole that we dip into with nets or 
fishing rods or whatever, and just pull out what we need. 


You’re dealing with the most macabre adaptations to the strangest environment on earth. It’s 
pitch black, it’s cold, it’s mega-pressure, food comes down as rain from above as dead things 
sinking down from the surface, and the creatures down there have the weirdest lifestyles. 
They’re terrified of being seen and eaten, yet they have to communicate with their mates. They 
have to find a feed – some things might only have one feed in three months. 


(Holding small, flat fish) This is a giant hatchetfish. This is as big as hatchetfish get. And these 
are the ones with the fantastic lights all over the underside of the body. So they’re really skinny 
– they’re only a skinny little fish – but even that little bit of shadow from below is enough to 
give a predator a clue, and they get eaten. So through evolution these things have developed 
these series of lights along the body that just cancel out their shadow. 


SIMON WATT: Mark and a team of scientists from all over the world surveyed the Tasman 
Sea between Australia and New Zealand, mapping the undersea mountain ranges and taking 
samples of the exotic marine life found there. 


DR MARK NORMAN: We discovered in this voyage how little we know, in many ways. In one 
month we ended up collecting samples of 500 species of fish and 1,300 species of invertebrates. 
Now, many of those already had scientific names. People had already discovered them somewhere 
else. But we found a lot of new species – more than 100 that are new to science. 


(Taking fish from jar) This one’s great. This is the blobfish. It’s like a ‘Mr Men’ character. 
And they are made mostly of jelly. Oh, yuck! So the way they live is by having jelly flesh that 
weighs less than water, and that ends up making them float. So they don’t have to waste energy 
swimming around, trying to stay off the sea floor. 
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TEXT C


This is an extract from a folk-tale from The Orkney Islands of Scotland.  In the story, “The Goodman 
of Wastness” captures one of the “selkie-folk” – a mythical race of seal-people. This version was taken 
from a website in 2005.


So it came to pass that one fine day the Goodman was down on the ebb when he saw, a short 
distance away, a number of selkie-folk lying out on a flat rock.


Some of these selkie-folk were sunning themselves in the afternoon warmth while others 
jumped and played in the clear water. All were naked with unblemished skins as white as 
snow. Their enchanted seal-skins lay strewn carelessly on the sand and rocks around them. The 
Goodman crept closer to their basking rock. 


As he neared the place the selkie-folk played, the Goodman leapt to his feet and ran towards 
them for all he was worth. With a shriek the selkie-folk snatched up their seal skins and quickly 
retreated to the safety of the sea. However, swift as they were, the Goodman was quicker and 
he managed to seize a skin belonging to one beautiful seal-maiden. 


In the hasty rush to safety this poor creature had forgotten to retrieve her skin.


The selkie-folk swam out a little distance and turned to gaze mournfully at the Goodman. He 
stared back and realised that all, save one, had taken the shape of seals. Grinning, he put the 
captured seal-skin under his arm. Whistling a merry tune he set out for home. 


No sooner had he left the ebb than he heard the most sorrowful wailing and weeping coming 
from behind him. Turning, he saw a fair woman following him. She was a most pitiful sight. 
Sobbing and howling in grief, she held her arms out and pled to have her skin returned. Huge 
tears ran from her large dark eyes and trickled down her ivory cheeks.


Falling to her knees, she cried: 


“O bonnie man! If thur’s inny mercy in thee human breest, gae me back me ain selkie-skin! I 
cinno live in da sea withoot it. I cinno bide amung me ain folk waythoot me selkie-skin.”     
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texts D, E, F and G are for use with question 2.


TEXT D


This is part of a Middle English lyric written by John Lydgate. 


A Complaynte of a Lovers Lyfe


And wyth a sygh I gan for to abreyde
Out of my slombre and sodenly out stert,
As he, alas, that nygh for sorowe deyde –
My sekenes sat ay so nygh myn hert. 
But for to fynde socour of my smert,
Or attelest summe relesse of my peyn
That me so sore halt in every veyn,


I rose anon and thoght I wolde goon
Unto the wode to her the briddes sing,
When that the mysty vapour was agoon,
And clere and feyre was the morownyng.
 
Glossary: 
gan for to abreyde – began to awake 
nygh – nearly/near   
attelest – at least
briddes – birds
morownyng – morning


TEXT E


This is an Elizabethan lyric written by Thomas Campion.  


Fire Fire Fire  


Fire, fire, fire, fire!  
Loe here I burne in such desire  
That all the teares that I can straine  
Out of mine idle empty braine  
Cannot allay my scorching paine. 
 
Come Trent and humber, and fayre Thames, 
Dread Ocean, haste with all thy streames:  
And, if you cannot quench my fire, 
O drowne both mee and my desire.  


Fire fire, fire, fire!  
There is no hell to my desire; 
See, all the Rivers backward flye, 
And th’ Ocean doth his waves deny, 
For feare my heate should drinke them dry.  


Come heav’nly showres then, pouring downe; 
Come, you that once the world did drowne:  
Some then you spar’d but now save all, 
That else must burne, and with mee fall. 
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TEXT F


This is the lyric of a blues song recorded in 1941 by Brownie McGhee. 


TEXT G


These are the words of a popular twentieth-century song from the Caribbean region.


Longtime Gal


This long time gal me never see yuh
Come mek me hold yuh hand
This long time gal me never see yuh
Come mek me hold yuh hand


Peel head John Crow sit upon the tree top
Pick out the blossom
Mek mi hold yuh hand Gal
Mek mi hold yuh hand


Long time gal me never see yuh
Come mek we walk and talk
Long time gal me never see yuh
Come mek we walk and talk


Peel head John Crow sit upon the tree top
Pick out the blossom
Mek mi walk and talk Gal
Mek mi walk and talk Gal
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Double Trouble


Yes I got double trouble
What am I gonna do now?
Wanna leave here


Well you had trouble, I’ve got troubles too
Got double trouble, what am I gonna do?
I believe I’ll leave here
I don’t feel good no more
Well the woman I been lovin’ 
Don’t love me no more


I was goin’ down the street
Didn’t have one dime
The woman I been lovin’
Didn’t pay me no mind
I believe I’ll leave here
I don’t feel good no more
Ah the woman I been lovin’ 
Drove me from her door


Play it for me boys!


My father told me
When I was only a kid
What you gonna do son
Things happen like this
I believe I’ll leave here
I don’t feel good no more
Yeah the woman I been lovin’
Drove me from her door


Well must I had now
Your heart in my hand
I would teach you little woman
How to treat a man
I believe I’ll leave here
I don’t feel good no more
I’m blamin’ you woman
Drove me from your door


Play it for me boys! Yeah double trouble!
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This unit targets AO5ii and also assesses AO1 and AO4.

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

1.	 Read Texts A, B and C on pages 3, 4 and 5 of the insert.

	 Texts A, B and C are all concerned with creatures which live in the sea. 

	 Analyse the ways in which the speakers and writers use language in the texts, taking 
into account relevant contextual factors.

 
2.	 Read Texts D, E, F and G on pages 6 and 7 of the insert.

	 Texts D, E, F and G are song lyrics. In all four, the voice is that of a forlorn lover.

	 Analyse and evaluate the texts, commenting on the variations in their language.

 

Q1

(Total 50 marks)

Q2

(Total 50 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (   ). If you change 
your mind, put a line through the box (   ) and then indicate your new question 

with a cross (   ). 
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Assessment Objectives for Unit 4 (6374): Varieties of English:
	
AO5ii	 analyse and evaluate variations in the meanings and forms of spoken and written 

language from different times according to context
	
AO1	 communicate clearly the knowledge, understanding and insight appropriate to the 

study of language, using appropriate terminology and accurate and coherent written 
expression

	
AO4	 understand, discuss and explore concepts and issues relating to language in use.
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