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TEXTS 1, 2 AND 3 ARE FOR USE WITH SECTION A. 


TEXT 1:	 Taken from Act 4 of A Midsummer Night’s Dream


	 DEMETRIUS
		  These things seem small and undistinguishable, 
		  Like far-off mountains turnèd into clouds.
	 HERMIA
		  Methinks I see these things with parted eye, 
		  When everything seems double.
	 HELENA	 So methinks;
		  And I have found Demetrius, like a jewel,
		  Mine own and not mine own.
	 DEMETRIUS 	 Are you sure
		  That we are awake? It seems to me
		  That yet we sleep, we dream. Do not you think
		  The Duke was here, and bid us follow him?
	 HERMIA
		  Yea, and my father.
	 HELENA 		  And Hippolyta.
	 LYSANDER
		  And he did bid us follow to the temple.
	 DEMETRIUS
		  Why then, we are awake. Let’s follow him, 
		  And by the way let us recount our dreams.
		  Exeunt LYSANDER, HERMIA, DEMETRIUS, and HELENA
	 BOTTOM (Awaking) 
		  When my cue comes, call me, and I will answer. My next is ‘Most fair 
		  Pyramus.’ Hey-ho! Peter Quince? Flute the bellows-mender? Snout the tinker? 
		  Starveling? God’s my life! Stolen hence and left me asleep! I have had a most 
		  rare vision. I have had a dream, past the wit of man to say what dream it was. 
		  Man is but an ass if he go about to expound this dream. Methought I was – 
		  there		 is no man can tell what. Methought I was – and 
		  methought I had – but man is but a patched fool if he will offer to say what 
		  methought I had. The eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man hath not seen, 
		  man’s hand is not able to taste, his tongue to conceive, nor his heart to report 
		  what my dream was. I will get Peter Quince to write a ballad of this dream. It 
		  shall be called ‘Bottom’s Dream’, because it hath no bottom; and I will sing it 
		  in the latter end of our play before the Duke. Peradventure, to make it the more 
		  gracious, I shall sing it at her death.
				    Exit
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1.	 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 


	 Read the extract from Act 4 of A Midsummer Night’s Dream on page 2. Answer the four questions 
that follow as fully as possible.


	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract up to the  
end of the play.


(10)


	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Bottom?
(10)


	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 


		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 
 (10)


	 (d)	 Write about the theme of dreams in the play.
(10)


		
(Total 40 marks)
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TEXT 2:  Taken from Act 1 of Romeo and Juliet


	 BENVOLIO
		  Good morrow, cousin.
	 ROMEO			  Is the day so young?
	 BENVOLIO
		  But new struck nine.
	 ROMEO			  Ay me, sad hours seem long.
		  Was that my father that went hence so fast?
	 BENVOLIO
		  It was. What sadness lengthens Romeo’s hours?
	 ROMEO
		  Not having that which, having, makes them short.
	 BENVOLIO
		  In love?
	 ROMEO
		  Out – 
	 BENVOLIO
		  Of love?
	 ROMEO
		  Out of her favour where I am in love.
	 BENVOLIO
		  Alas that love, so gentle in his view,
		  Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof!
	 ROMEO
		  Alas that love, whose view is muffled still,
		  Should without eyes see pathways to his will.
		  Where shall we dine? O me, what fray was here?
		  Yet tell me not, for I have heard it all.
		  Here’s much to do with hate, but more with love.
		  Why then, O brawling love, O loving hate,
		  O any thing, of nothing first created!
		  O heavy lightness, serious vanity,
		  Mis-shapen chaos of well-seeming forms,
		  Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health,
		  Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is!
		  This love feel I, that feel no love in this.
		  Dost thou not laugh?
	 BENVOLIO	 No coz, I rather weep.
	 ROMEO
		  Good heart, at what?
	 BENVOLIO	 At thy good heart’s oppression.
	 ROMEO
		  Why, such is love’s transgression.
		  Griefs of mine own lie heavy in my breast,
		  Which thou wilt propagate to have it pressed
		  With more of thine. This love that thou hast shown
		  Doth add more grief to too much of mine own. 
		  Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs,
		  Being purged, a fire sparkling in lovers’ eyes,
		  Being vexed, a sea nourished with lovers’ tears.
		  What is it else? A madness most discreet,
		  A choking gall, and a preserving sweet.
		  Farewell, my coz.
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2.	 ROMEO AND JULIET 


	 Read the extract from Act 1 of Romeo and Juliet on page 4. Answer the four questions that follow 
as fully as possible.


	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract up to  
when Juliet discovers Romeo is a Montague.


(10)


	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Romeo?
 (10)


	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 


		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 
 (10)


	 (d)	 What do you learn about Romeo’s views on love from what he says during Act 1 Scene 5 
(the Capulets’ feast)?


		  (10)


 (Total 40 marks)
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TEXT 3:	 Taken from Act 3 of  The Merchant of Venice


	 PORTIA
		  Come on, Nerissa; I have work in hand
		  That you yet know not of. We’ll see our husbands
		  Before they think of us!
	 NERISSA		  Shall they see us?
	 PORTIA
		  They shall, Nerissa, but in such a habit
		  That they shall think we are accomplishèd
		  With that we lack. I’ll hold thee any wager,
		  When we are both accoutered like young men,
		  I’ll prove the prettier fellow of the two, 
		  And wear my dagger with the braver grace,
		  And speak between the change of man and boy
		  With a reed voice, and turn two mincing steps
		  Into a manly stride; and speak of frays
		  Like a fine bragging youth; and tell quaint lies
		  How honourable ladies sought my love,
		  Which I denying, they fell sick and died – 
		  I could not do withal. Then I’ll repent,
		  And wish, for all that, that I had not killed them. 
		  And twenty of these puny lies I’ll tell, 
		  That men shall swear I have discontinued school 
		  Above a twelvemonth. I have within my mind
		  A thousand raw tricks of these bragging Jacks,
		  Which I will practise.
	 NERISSA		  Why, shall we turn to men?
	 PORTIA
		  Fie, what a question’s that, 
		  If thou wert near a lewd interpreter!
		  But come, I’ll tell thee all my whole device
		  When I am in my coach, which stays for us 
		  At the park gate; and therefore haste away,
		  For we must measure twenty miles today.
					     Exeunt
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3.	 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE


	 Read the extract from Act 3 of The Merchant of Venice on page 6. Answer the four questions that 
follow as fully as possible.


	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract up to the  
end of Act 4, where Gratiano delivers Bassanio’s ring to Portia.


(10)


	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Portia?
(10)


	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 


		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 


	 (10)


	 (d)	 Write about the importance of the relationship between the characters Nerissa and Portia. 
(10)


(Total 40 marks)


	


�
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Section A:  Shakespeare

In the Extracts Booklet you will find the extract from the play you have studied.

The questions are repeated in the Extracts Booklet.

1.	 A Midsummer Night’s Dream page 2

2.	 Romeo and Juliet page 4 

3.	 The Merchant of Venice page 6 

There is one question on each drama text. Answer ONE question only.

1.	 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

	 Read the extract from Act 4 of A Midsummer Night’s Dream on page 2 of the Extracts 
Booklet. Answer the four questions that follow as fully as possible.

	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract up to  
the end of the play.

(10)

	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Bottom?
(10)

	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 

		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 
(10)

	 (d)	 Write about the theme of dreams in the play.
(10) Q1

(Total 40 marks)
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2.	 ROMEO AND JULIET 

	 Read the extract from Act 1 of Romeo and Juliet on page 4 of the Extracts Booklet. 
Answer the four questions that follow as fully as possible.

	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract  
up to when Juliet discovers Romeo is a Montague.

(10)

	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Romeo?
 (10)

	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 

		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 
 (10)

	 (d)	 What do you learn about Romeo’s views on love from what he says during Act 1 
Scene 5 (the Capulets’ feast)?

	 (10) Q2

(Total 40 marks)

3.	 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

	 Read the extract from Act 3 of The Merchant of Venice on page 6 of the Extracts Booklet. 
Answer the four questions that follow as fully as possible.

	 (a)	 Give a brief outline of the key events that follow on from this extract  
up to the end of Act 4, where Gratiano delivers Bassanio’s ring to Portia.

(10)

	 (b)	 From this extract what do you learn about the character, Portia?
(10)

	 (c)	 From this extract select two aspects that you think are effective when performed. 

		  Briefly explain how and why each aspect is effective when performed. 
	 (10)

	 (d)	 Write about the importance of the relationship between the characters Nerissa and  
Portia. 

(10)
Q3

(Total 40 marks)
TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 40 MARKS

Begin writing on page 4.
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SECTION A

Put a cross in the box indicating the question that you have chosen (   ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (   ) and indicate

your new question with a cross (   ).

Chosen Question Number:	 Question 1	 Question 2

		  Question 3

Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

You MUST answer the question in this section.

4.	 Imagine your school/college council is reviewing the wearing of school uniform.

	 You have been asked to give a speech to your school/college council, in which you analyse 
both the advantages and disadvantages of school uniform.

	 Write your speech in full. You may wish to include the views of the following groups in 
your analysis:

	 •	 students 

	 •	 teachers
	 •	 parents or guardians.  

Q4

(Total 40 marks)

TOTAL FOR  SECTION B: 40 MARKS
	

Begin writing on page 11.
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SECTION B

Write your answer to Section B here:
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TOTAL  FOR  PAPER: 80 MARKS

END
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