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Project level 3 – Case study – Approach 1
Extended Project: A Broader Perspectives Model.

In this model, a centre-wide set of optional courses for years 12 and 13 allows around 100 learners to study for the Level 3 Extended Project Award. This programme began with the Perspectives on Science course, which ran as a free-standing AS Level between 2004 and 2008 and acted as a prototype for the Extended Project Dissertation. 
Following an enthusiastic reception for the Perspectives course from both students and staff, the centre has implemented a range of Perspectives style Extended Project courses in other subject fields. Learners can opt for a taught course leading to an Extended Project Qualification in fields of study such as Culture and Identity, Business Ethics, Globalization, and Engineering Technology.  The common strand running through these programmes is an emphasis on the development of the learner’s analytical and research skills leading to deeper intellectual engagement, more personalized learning and the promotion of an ethical outlook.

Time Planning

Whilst a small number each year opt for a ‘fast-track’ one year programme, learners typically follow a two year programme. This has the merit of allowing time for the development of their critical thinking, research and presentation skills in a seminar programme running throughout year 12, with dissertation writing happening mainly in the second year, when students profit from their greater intellectual maturity. In a typical programme, learners will have 3 seminars each week in the first two terms of year 12 (each of 35 minutes). 
In the third term of year 12, and for the first two terms of year 13, they are engaged in work on their projects and they will typically have 4 lessons each week (each of 35 minutes) when they are expected to do much of the research and writing for their project. During this time, the staff who had taught the seminars act as research facilitators, looking after small groups of learners. Each learner is seen at least once a week by their supervisor, and also receives guidance from the EPQ co-ordinator who runs supervised research sessions in the school library for up to 30 learners at a time.
Skills Development

A central feature of the Perspectives model is the opportunity it affords for discussion, debate and the development of the learner’s own thinking skills and philosophical ideas prior to the beginning of work on the project itself.
For example, learners are provided with source documents and expected to begin reading these critically, discussing the issues they raise. The seminar programmes feature a philosophy / thinking skills component which aims to develop the learner’s skills in logical argument and use of reasoning to support their personal point of view. The amount of ‘content’ — details of particular debates and theories — is kept to the minimum necessary. Key frameworks and thinkers are introduced but this material is kept to a minimal core, selected to enable learners to begin engaging critically with contemporary arguments.
Each of the EP courses includes ethical discussion as a central element, since a great deal of Extended Projects concern ethical questions. Learners are guided through a range of ethical disputes, including animal welfare issues, the limits of artistic expression, genetics and debates about business ethics. The aim throughout is to help them to begin stating coherent viewpoints and defending them in reasoned discussion.
Managing Workload
Learners typically opt for one of the Extended Project programmes in place of a fourth or fifth AS Level. The emphasis during the phase of the programme when the projects are being written is on setting regular deadlines for specific sections of the project. Thus, for example, a period of 6 weeks might be allowed for the learners to conduct their research and write a first draft of their literature review. More details on the timing of the various sections are given in the Extended Project Student Guide and Teacher Resource Disc (see below for details).
Exemplar Resources       
Materials on the Edexcel Teacher Resource Disc which accompanies the Student Guide will support the creation of programmes of study similar to those described above. The Teacher Resource Disc contains guidance on the individual units for the Extended Project, and also resources and guidance for learners and staff to address the taught course basis for the EPQ.

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/delivery.aspx
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/Pages/resources.aspx                               
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