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Gadgets

Read Documents 1 to 3 then answer the questions which follow.

Document 1 Adapted from She’s gotta have it, The Observer, 24 July 2005.

Document 2 Adapted from Gadgets create a throwaway nation, BBC News Online,
31 May 2006.

Document 3 Adapted from a speech by Baroness Greenfield to the House of
Lords, 20 April 2006.
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Part A: Short-answer questions

In this section you will be given marks for:

• identifying accurately, and comparing, the lines of reasoning and main points
from the documents

• synthesising the key information in a way that is relevant to the purpose.

________________________________________________________________

1 Using information from Documents 1 and 2, identify four ways that young
people feel about gadgets.

5 marks

2 Identify three concerns from Document 3 about the use of new technology. To
what extent do Documents 1 and 2 support these concerns?

7 marks

3 Identify the meaning of the image in Document 1 and the image in Document 2.
Assess to what extent each image supports the arguments in the document in
which it appears.

6 marks

4 Using information from Documents 1 and 3, identify three possible ways that
technology can be used to improve the quality of people’s lives. To what extent
are these supported by other information or arguments from Documents 1 and 3?

7 marks

Part A Total 25 marks
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Part B: Extended-answer question

In this section you will be given marks for:

• using a format and style of writing that is appropriate to the purpose

• organising the relevant information from all three documents clearly 
and coherently

• using your own words where appropriate

• writing legibly using accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar.

________________________________________________________________

5 You have been asked to write an article for a lifestyle magazine about the
impact of gadgets on people’s lives.

You should consider:

• how people find gadgets useful and enjoyable
• some of the drawbacks of too much reliance on new technology
• possible long-term effects of increased technology use.

Base your response on information from the documents.

25 marks

End of test
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