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Introduction

The Edexcel International General Certificate of Education (IGCSE) in Geography is designed
for use in schools and colleges. It is part of a suite of IGCSE qualifications offered by Edexcel.

Key subject aims

The Edexcel IGCSE in Geography enables students to:

actively engage in the process of geography to develop as effective and independent
learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds

develop their knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the
relevance of these concepts to our changing world

develop a framework of spatial awareness in which to appreciate the importance of the
location of places and environments from a local to global

appreciate the differences and similarities between people’s views of the world, its
environments, societies and cultures

understand the significance of values and attitudes to the development and resolution of
issues

develop their responsibilities as global citizens and recognise how they can contribute to a
future that is sustainable and inclusive

develop and apply their learning to the real world through fieldwork and other out-of-
classroom learning

use geographical skills, appropriate technologies, enquiry and analysis.



About this specification

Key features and benefits of the specification

Key features and benefits are:
e it adds an international dimension to the study of geography

e it encourages out-of-classroom activities to underpin knowledge and understanding of
geography

e the assessment is through one external examination

e it provides a solid basis for progression to GCE AS and Advanced qualifications in

Geography, or equivalent qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals in Travel and Tourism
and land-based subjects.
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Specification at a glance

This IGCSE qualification is assessed through a written examination paper.

Paper 1 Paper code: 4GE0/01

e Externally assessed
e Availability June series

e First assessment: June 2011

Overview of content:
e Section A — The natural environment and people
Complete two of the three topics:
1. River environments
2. Coastal environments
3. Hazardous environments
e Section B— People and their environments
Complete two of the three topics:
4. Economic activity and energy
5. Ecosystems and rural environments
6. Urban environments
e Section C — Global issues
Complete one of the three topics:
7. Fragile environments
8. Globalisation and migration

9. Development and human welfare

Overview of assessment:

o The assessment of this qualification is through a 2-hour and 45-minute examination paper,
set and marked by Edexcel.

e The single tier of entry will contain a variety of questions types, such as multiple-choice
questions, short and extended answer questions, graphical and data questions and fieldwork
questions.

e The total number of marks available is 150.

e The paper will be a question and answer booklet and students have to answer:
— two questions from a choice of three in Section A
— two questions from a choice of three in Section B
- one question from a choice of three in Section C.

e Each question is worth 30 marks.
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Qualification content

Knowledge and understanding

The specification content is set out in detail in topics 1 to 9. It has been formulated within the
framework provided by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) GCSE Geography
subject criteria, to which UK GCSE Geography qualifications must adhere. The content of this
qualification has taken the following points into account:

e that coverage should touch, in a selective manner, the main subject areas which are
appropriate at this level: the natural environment; resources and production; population and
settlement, as well as the related topics of globalisation, human welfare and sustainability

o that emphasis should be placed on the relationship between people and the environment
e that geography be recognised as a dynamic discipline in continuous change

e that content should be specified in such a way that students can explore the geography of
their own countries

o that case studies are used to exemplify key ideas

o that teachers should be encouraged to undertake local fieldwork and other practical
exercises to underpin knowledge and understanding as well as to illustrate content themes

e that students should become competent in the use of a range of skills and techniques.

Teachers have the freedom to construct their own teaching programme based on this
specification, but any programme must fulfil the following requirements:

o the study of a range of themes which, taken together, involve work at different spatial scales
(local, regional, national, international, global), in different parts of the world and in
different types of environment

e the development of skills which are used in geographical study (see Out-of-classroom
learning and practical skills on page 4).

Fieldwork opportunities

Two ‘fieldwork opportunities’ are indicated in each of topics 1 to 6. During the course students
should complete eight topics.

Of these eight, it is recommended that centres carry out two out-of-classroom investigations,
one from Section A and one from Section B.

Ideally, the remaining fieldwork opportunities should also involve out-of-classroom activities.
However, it is understood that this is not always possible.

In such circumstances, it is acceptable that these activities take place within the classroom
(virtual fieldwork). Virtual fieldwork can include discussions, role-play activities and research
into secondary sources, etc.

In the examination, questions may be asked on all eight fieldwork opportunities.
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Out-of-classroom learning and practical skills

Throughout their course, students should acquire a range of geographical skills. These skills
should be acquired through fieldwork and other practical exercises. Specifically, students should
be able to:

e undertake fieldwork investigations and other forms of out-of-classroom learning

e use a range of secondary source materials (including statistical data, maps, diagrams,
photographs, satellite images)

e depict information in various forms (sketches, simple maps, diagrams, tables)

e use appropriate geographical vocabulary in their written work.

In undertaking such practical work, students should acquire and apply the following:
e planning — designing a fieldwork investigation, as per the specification content
o field skills — implementing a field investigation; measuring and recording data

o analysis and evaluation skills — analysing data and drawing conclusions; evaluating the
techniques used and the conclusions drawn

e map skills — with particular reference to topographic maps: using grid references;
understanding scales; understanding symbols; recognising landforms and human features of
the landscape

e atlas skills — using an atlas wherever relevant to the course

e graphic skills — compiling graphs and flow lines; using proportional symbols; annotating
maps; diagrams and photographs

e photo-interpretation skills — reading vertical and oblique aerial photographs and satellite
images

e sketching skills — communicating ideas through simple sketch maps and field sketches

o statistical skills — using simple measures and undertaking simple tests.
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The content in detail

The specification content pages for each topic are divided into the following sections.

Key ideas

Each topic is divided into a number of key ideas which give a focus to the content.

Essential content

Each key idea is broken down into a number of bulleted content points which specify what must
be studied. Examination questions will be based on these content points.

Scale

The scale column indicates the spatial scale at which the content should be covered in order to
answer questions set in the examination. However, not all the content can be related to a

particular scale.

Required exemplification

This column indicates appropriate case studies to illustrate and support some of the essential
content. It is important that the bulleted content should be studied in the context of real places.
Students will be expected to demonstrate good locational knowledge in the examination.

Out-of-classroom learning and practical skills

This column indicates recommended exercises involving the collection and analysis of primary
and secondary data. An essential part of this practical work is using a range of geographical
skills (see the Out-of-classroom learning and practical skills list on page 4). This practical
learning is an integral part of the questions relating to Sections A and B of the specification

content.

Abbreviations used

In the topics the following abbreviations have been used:

CBD — Central Business District

GDP — Gross Domestic Product

HDI — Human Development Index
HYV — High Yielding Variety

MIC — Medium Income Country
PQLI — Physical Quality of Life Index
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CFC — Chlorofluorocarbon

GNI — Gross National Income

HIC — High Income Country

LIC — Low Income Country

NIC — Newly Industrialised Country

TNC — Transnational company



Paper 1

Overview of content

e Section A — The natural environment and people
Complete two of the three topics:
1. River environments
2. Coastal environments
3. Hazardous environments
e Section B— People and their environments
Complete two of the three topics:
4. Economic activity and energy
5. Ecosystems and rural environments
6. Urban environments
e Section C — Global issues
Complete one of the three topics:
7. Fragile environments
8. Globalisation and migration

9. Development and human welfare

Overview of assessment

e The assessment of this qualification is through a 2-hour and 45-minute examination paper,
set and marked by Edexcel.

e The single tier of entry will contain a variety of questions types, such as multiple-choice
questions, short and extended answer questions, graphical and data questions and fieldwork
questions.

e The total number of marks available is 150.

¢ The paper will be a question and answer booklet and students have to answer:
— two questions from a choice of three in Section A
— two questions from a choice of three in Section B
— one question from a choice of three in Section C.

e  Each question is worth 30 marks.
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Assessment

Assessment summary

Paper 1 is an externally assessed examination paper lasting 2 hours and 45 minutes.

Summary of table of assessment

Paper 1 Paper code: 4GE0/01

Externally assessed
Availability June series
First assessment: June 2011

The assessment of this qualification is through a 2-hour and 45-minute examination paper,
set and marked by Edexcel.

The single tier of entry will contain a variety of question types, such as multiple-choice
questions, short and extended answer questions, graphical and data questions and fieldwork
questions.

The total number of marks available is 150.

The paper will be a question and answer booklet and students have to answer:
— two questions from a choice of three in Section A

— two questions from a choice of three in Section B

— one question from a choice of three in Section C.

Each question is worth 30 marks.

Assessment Objectives and weightings

% in IGCSE

AOL: recall, select, and communicate their knowledge and understanding of 30-40%

places, environments and concepts

AQO2: apply their knowledge and understanding in familiar and unfamiliar 30-40%
contexts
AQ3: select and use a variety of skills, techniques and technologies to 30-40%

investigate, analyse and evaluate questions and issues

TOTAL | 100%
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Entering your students for assessment

Student entry

Details of how to enter students for this qualification can be found in Edexcel’s International
Information Manual, copies of which (in CD format) are sent to all active Edexcel centres. The
information can also be found on Edexcel’s international website:
www.edexcel-international.org/sfc/academic/infomanual

Combinations of entry

There are no forbidden combinations.

Access arrangements and special requirements

Edexcel's policy on access arrangements and special considerations for GCE, GCSE, IGCSE,
and Entry Level qualifications aims to enhance access to the qualifications for students with
disabilities and other difficulties without compromising the assessment of skills, knowledge,
understanding or competence.

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.org.uk/sfc) for:

o the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) policy Access Arrangements and Special
Considerations, Regulations and Guidance Relating to Students who are Eligible for
Adjustments in Examinations

e the forms to submit for requests for access arrangements and special considerations
e dates for submission of the forms.
Requests for access arrangements and special considerations must be addressed to:

Special Requirements
Edexcel

One90 High Holborn
London WC1V 7BH
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Assessing your students

The first assessment opportunity for Paper 1 will take place in the June 2011 series and in each
following June series for the lifetime of the specification.

Your student assessment opportunities

June 2011 June 2012 June 2013 June 2014

Paper 1 v v v v

Awarding and reporting

The grading, awarding and certification of this qualification will follow the processes outlined
in the current GCSE/GCE Code of Practice for courses starting in September 2009, which is
published by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. The IGCSE qualification will be
graded and certificated on an eight-grade scale from A* to G.

Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum standard for Grade G will receive
an unclassified U. Where unclassified is received it will not be recorded on the certificate.

The first certification opportunity for the Edexcel IGCSE in Geography will be 2011.

Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum judged by Edexcel to be of
sufficient standard to be recorded on a certificate will receive an unclassified U result.

Language of assessment

Assessment of this specification will be available in English only. Assessment materials will be
published in English only and all work submitted for examination and moderation must be
produced in English.

Malpractice and plagiarism

For up-to-date advice on malpractice and plagiarism, please refer to the JCQ’s Suspected
Malpractice in Examinations: Policies and Procedures document on the JCQ website
www.jcq.org.uk/

Student recruitment

Edexcel’s access policy concerning recruitment to our qualifications is that:
e they must be available to anyone who is capable of reaching the required standard
¢ they must be free from barriers that restrict access and progression

e equal opportunities exist for all students.
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Progression

This qualification supports progression to:

¢ GCE in Geography

¢ GCE in Geology

¢ GCE in Environmental Sciences

e GCE in Travel and Tourism

¢ GCE in Leisure and Recreation

e BTEC Nationals in the land-based sector

e further training or employment.

Grade descriptions

Grade A

Candidates accurately recall detailed information about places, environments and themes, across
all scales, as required by the specification, and show detailed knowledge of location and
geographical terminology.

Candidates thoroughly understand geographical ideas from the specification content, and apply
their understanding to analyses of unfamiliar contexts. They understand the way in which a
wide range of physical and human processes interact to influence the development of
geographical patterns, the geographical characteristics of particular places and environments,
and their interdependence. They understand complex interrelationships between people and the
environment, and how considerations of sustainable development affect the planning and
management of environments and resources. They evaluate the significance and effects of
values and attitudes of those involved in geographical issues and in decision making about the
use and management of environments.

Candidates undertake geographical enquiry, identifying relevant questions, implementing
effective sequences of investigation, and collecting a range of appropriate evidence from a
variety of primary and secondary sources. They use relevant skills and techniques effectively,
drawing selectively on geographical ideas to interpret evidence, reaching substantiated
conclusions, communicating outcomes clearly and effectively, and critically evaluating the
validity and limitations of evidence and conclusions.

Grade C

Candidates accurately recall information about places, environments and themes, at a range of
scales, as required by the specification, and show a broad knowledge of location and
geographical terminology.

Candidates understand geographical ideas from the specification content in a variety of physical
and human contexts. They understand a range of physical and human processes and their
contribution to the development of geographical patterns, the geographical characteristics of
particular places and environments, and their interdependence. They understand
interrelationships between people and the environment and appreciate that considerations of
sustainable development affect the planning and management of environments and resources.
They understand the effects of the values and attitudes of those involved in geographical issues
and in decision making about the use and management of environments.

20 Specification — Edexcel IGCSE in Geography (4GEO) — Issue 1 — September 2008 © Edexcel Limited 2008



Candidates undertake geographical enquiry, identifying questions or issues, suggesting
appropriate sequences of investigation, collecting appropriate evidence from a variety of
primary and secondary sources, using a range of relevant skills and techniques, reaching
plausible conclusions, communicating outcomes, and appreciating some of the limitations of
evidence and conclusions.

Grade F

Candidates can recall basic information about places, environments and themes, at more than
one scale, as required by the specification, and show an elementary level of knowledge of
location and geographical terminology.

Candidates can understand some simple geographical ideas in a particular context from the
specification content. They understand some simple physical and human processes and

recognise that they contribute to the development of geographical patterns and the geographical

characteristics of places and environments. They have a simple understanding of some
interrelationships between people and the environment, and the idea of sustainable
development. They show some awareness of the values and attitudes of people involved in
geographical issues and in decision making about the use and management of environments.

Candidates undertake geographical enquiry, collecting and recording geographical evidence
from primary and secondary sources, drawing simple maps and diagrams, communicating
information and outcomes by brief statements, and recognising some of the limitations of
evidence.
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Support and training

Edexcel support services

Edexcel has a wide range of support services to help you implement this qualification
successfully.

ResultsPlus — ResultsPlus is an application launched by Edexcel to help subject teachers,
senior management teams, and students by providing detailed analysis of examination
performance. Reports that compare performance between subjects, classes, your centre and
similar centres can be generated in ‘one-click’. Skills maps that show performance according to
the specification topic being tested are available for some subjects. For further information
about which subjects will be analysed through ResultsPlus, and for information on how to
access and use the service, please visit www.edexcel.org.uk/resultsplus

Ask the Expert — Ask the Expert is a new service, launched in 2007, that provides direct email
access to senior subject specialists who will be able to answer any questions you might have
about this or any other specification. All of our specialists are senior examiners, moderators or
verifiers and they will answer your email personally. You can read a biography for all of them
and learn more about this unique service on our website at www.edexcel.org.uk/asktheexpert

Ask Edexcel — Ask Edexcel is Edexcel’s online question and answer service. You can access it
at www.edexcel.org.uk/ask or by going to the main website and selecting the Ask Edexcel menu
item on the left.

The service allows you to search through a database of thousands of questions and answers on
everything Edexcel offers. If you don’t find an answer to your question, you can choose to
submit it straight to us. One of our customer services team will log your query, find an answer
and send it to you. They’ll also consider adding it to the database if appropriate. This way the
volume of helpful information that can be accessed via the service is growing all the time.

Examzone — The Examzone site is aimed at students sitting external examinations and gives
information on revision, advice from examiners and guidance on results, including re-marking,
re-sitting and progression opportunities. Further services for students — many of which will
also be of interest to parents — will be available in the near future. Links to this site can be
found on the main homepage at www.examzone.co.uk.

Training

A programme of professional development and training courses, covering various aspects of the
specification and examination, will be arranged by Edexcel. Full details can be obtained from
our website: www.edexcel.org.uk
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Textbooks and resources

Please note that while resources are checked at the time of publication, materials may be
withdrawn from circulation at any time.

Particularly recommended

Milner S and Phillipson O — Longman Geography for IGCSE (Longman, 2005)
ISBN 140580209X

Also recommended

Horden R, Lamb P and Milner S — Managing Geography (Hodder and Stoughton, 2003)
ISBN 0340802162

Waugh D and Bushell T — Key Geography for GCSE Book 1 (Nelson Thornes, 1998)
ISBN 0748763034

Waugh D and Bushell T — Key Geography for GCSE Book 2 (Nelson Thornes, 1998)
ISBN 0748736492

1737sb090608S:\LT\PD\IGCSE\IGCSE Geography (4GEO0).doc.1-31/0
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