[image: image1.jpg]edexcel

advancing learning, changing lives



 


GCSE Digital Communication
Edexcel scheme of work for Unit 3 Creating Digital Text
	Week
	Content coverage/
key questions
	Learning outcomes
	Exemplar activities
	Exemplar resources

	1
	Exploring the brief
· What are the needs of the audience and the purpose?

· What content would be appropriate for the digital text? 

· What medium would best suit the brief?

· What other texts have been produced that are similar to the brief?
	To understand the issues and ideas related to the brief
To understand what medium would best meet the brief

To consider the accessibility of the medium for the target audience
	1. Show students a digital text and encourage students to write the brief that would have prompted the product.  Encourage them to explain the brief that they have written – picking out specific choices made by the writer.

2. Write a brief on the board and encourage students to annotate it – picking out the instructions given in the brief and exploring what choices it suggests.  

3. Split the class into groups and give them a second brief.  Encourage them to consider what choices they would make to help serve audience and purpose. Ask them to think carefully about which medium would be most appropriate for the task.  They should consider the ability of the audience to access the text and whether it will serve the purpose.
	

	2
	 Research

· How do you organise a focus group?

· How do you respond to the needs of a focus group?
	The ability to organise and lead a focus group
The ability to draw together research and present it for an external audience
	1. Set up a speaking and listening task in which you are the researcher and a few students are the focus group.  Ask other students to take on the role of observers – they should make notes on the type of questions asked – whether open or closed and how successful they are; how well you followed up on responses; the nature of your body language and how it helped to get responses.  It is a good idea to make a number of errors during this process to aid the discussion after the focus group.
2. Encourage students to work in groups to consider what questions they will need to ask the people in their focus group.  Ask students to anticipate what answers they might get – to see if the questions will be successful.
3. Share responses to an imaginary focus group and ask students to pick out the key messages from the research.  Demonstrate to students how you would then present this in a controlled assessment.

Controlled Assessment: 1 hour to gather the findings of the focus group in a way appropriate for submission as part of the end portfolio.
	

	3
	Research

· What other products exist that are similar to the one you plan to produce?

· What can you learn from the other products and how will this inform your plans?
	The ability to gather together examples of the medium that you will produce
The ability to analyse and evaluate the conventions of the medium and consider what will be successful in their brief
	1. Hand out an example text that meets the brief.  Ask students to label the text, annotating the key choices made by the writer.
2. Encourage students to draw out a table with four columns and four rows.  Columns should be labelled with three different texts that students are going to explore.  The rows should be labelled with “Choices made to serve audience” “Choices made to serve purpose” and “Components and how they are used.” Encourage students to complete the table in as much detail as they can.
Controlled Assessment: 1 hour to analyse the similar digital texts and present ideas learnt in a way that is appropriate for submission as part of the end production.
	

	4
	Planning

· What content will you include in your digital text?

· How will you structure ideas in your digital text?

· What components will you need to produce/ find?
	The ability to show what content will be included in the digital text and understand how the components needed can be gathered
The ability to structure the digital text


	1. Encourage students to produce a mindmap – exploring possible ideas for the content of the digital product that they will produce.
2. Ask students to produce a story board or paragraph map – focusing on the structure of the digital product.  It is a good idea to encourage students to try out different ideas and seek feedback from their peers.  They should make notes on the feedback they receive.

Controlled Assessment: 2 hours producing the proposal that captures the research and the planning process.
	

	5/ 6
	Capturing components

· Where will you find the components that you need?

· How can you gather the appropriate components?

· How do you record the sources for the components you have taken from secondary sources?

· How do you seek copyright for the use of other people’s material?
	The ability to gather together and properly seek permission for use of secondary sources
The ability to gather and store primary sources in a way that facilitates a more effective and efficient editing process 
	1. Introduce students to basic camera shots and ask them to consider the impact of different shots.  Encourage them to work in groups to frame some of the shots.  Freeze some of the student’s shots and discuss what the students included in the shot – whether everything was intentional or not.
2. Encourage students to take photographs for different purposes and explore editing the images.  It might be a good idea to encourage students to group up and give them a separate brief and then get them to present this to the rest of the class.
3. Encourage students to complete a Google image search and select appropriate images for the brief.  Work with students to consider how they would get permission for use of the images.  Encourage them to write letters/ emails to seek permission.  Complete the authentication and copyright form.

4. Explore the idea of dialogue and voice over – consider the differences between the speech on a podcast and that on a video – what extras are needed on a podcast.  Explore the language to be used on a website – focus on the idea of audience and purpose.
5. When students are collecting their components encourage them to store them effectively.  They should be encouraged to create a file system that will make the 20 hour controlled assessment more efficient. 
	

	7
	Production

· How do you make initial choices for audience and purpose?
	The ability to begin to edit material – making choices suitable for audience and purpose
	1. It might be a good idea to use a “show and do” strategy throughout.  You could produce a digital text along with the students and demonstrate how you begin to make choices for audience and purpose.
2. Encourage students to do something small at first – producing a logo or producing an opening screen.  They should focus on how they aim to appeal to audience and purpose.  You may want to do this away from the computer as part of the preparation process – sketching ideas on paper before moving to the computer. 

Controlled Assessment: 2 hours editing material considering issues related to audience and purpose
	

	8
	Production

· How do you ensure that the style of the production is appropriate?
	The ability to continue to edit and make consistent choices regarding style
	1. Introduce the term “house style” and “stylistic choices” – show a video, put up a website and listen to a podcast.  Encourage students to decide in the digital text uses a “house style” or makes consistent “stylistic choices.” Ask students to justify their choice.  Ask students to consider why it is important to maintain a style in a text.
2. Analyse the impact of “house style” on the BBC website – and how it impacts on the audience.  

3. Ask students to consider how the choices they will make in their digital product will ensure a sense of “professionalism” about the end text.
Controlled Assessment: 2 hours editing materials considering the style of the digital product, ensuring consistency.
	

	9
	Production
· How do you ensure that the language/ text is appropriate?
	The ability to continue to edit and write language that is appropriate to the brief
	1. Hand out a text that has been written for a brief but has not hit the mark.  Encourage students to edit the text – either a script or the text for a website – ensuring that use of language is more appropriate to the audience and purpose.
2. Give students a brief and encourage them to sketch out two or three opening lines that would fit the brief.  Share and consider how imaginative and effective the language is.  Put together a list of success criteria from students’ feedback to the ideas.

Controlled Assessment: 2 hours editing considering the language used in the digital product.
	

	10
	Evaluation
· Is the product beginning to meet the needs of the mark scheme?

· What do you need to improve in order to better meet the brief?

· What choices have you made to date to meet the brief?
	The ability to consider the success of the work done to date and to adapt plans/ products in response to feedback from peers
An understanding of the mark scheme and a list of success criteria to fulfil
	1. Demonstrate to students, using a mocked up half completed product, how to evaluate progress against the mark scheme.  Ask students to work in groups to consider why the student has made the choices that they have – linking these to audience, purpose and message.

2. Ask students to write up notes to explain what choices they have made and what impact they hoped to have.

3. Encourage students to evaluate each others’ product to date using the mark scheme.  They should comment on what their partner has done well and what they believe they should do better.

4. Ask students to write a “to do” list and to write one target for something that they realise they need to do better to move up the mark bands.


	

	11
	Production

· How do you ensure that you edit the material together to clearly communicate your message?
	The ability to continue editing and ensuring that the transition between components in the digital text are clear and professional
	1. Ask students to recount simply what they have done so far.  Point out if they cannot simplify their ideas clearly for others to understand then it is likely not structured well.  Ask students to consider one change they would make to their digital product.
2. Explore the idea of connecting ideas in a piece of writing and the need for a beginning, middle and end.  Note that you would repeat key words and use topic sentences.  Ask students to consider how the same principals can be applied to their digital text.  
Controlled Assessment: 2 hours editing digital product focused on the clarity of the structure.
	

	12
	Production 
· How do you ensure that your production is imaginative and effective?
	An understanding of how to make a digital product imaginative and effective.
	1. Using the digital text that you may have been producing, ask students to consider how they would make it more interesting and imaginative – what would they include/ do differently?
2. Encourage students to look back at the research that they did on texts that were similar to the one that they are producing.  Ask them to sum up in one sentence how the products strive to be engaging or different for the audience.

Controlled Assessment: 2 hours editing digital product considering the imagination and effectiveness of the choices made.
	

	13
	Production

· How do you make final changes to the digital product to ensure that it meets the brief?
	An ability to make final edits to a digital product to ensure it meets the brief.
	1. Ask students to put together a list of questions for another person in the class.  These questions should encourage the other person to consider if their text is successful or not – such as: Have you appealed to the audience? Have you organised your ideas clearly? Etc.
2. Ask students to refer back to the brief and to annotate it again.  Ask students to note down all the ways that they have fulfilled the task.
Controlled Assessment: final 2 hours editing digital product considering the final touches that will ensure the product meets the brief.
	

	14
	Review
· How do you describe what you have produced clearly – making reference to the research where necessary?

· How do you explain the intended effects of the choices made?

· How do you  comment on how the brief was met?
	An ability to describe the digital product and comment on the intended effects.
An understanding of where to make reference to the research completed.

An ability to evaluate how well the digital product has achieved the brief.
	1. You may wish to provide students with a list of questions that will help them to make notes to be used in their evaluation.
2. Students should be encouraged to make screen shots from their product – were they believe they have done well.  They should label the choices that they have made and expand to consider the effect they intended.  This should help them make specific comments about their product.
Controlled Assessment: 2 hours focused on writing up the evaluation of their production.
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