Skills Mapping Grid for GCSE Geography A Unit 1
There are 6 Topics in Unit 1 Section A.  The skills in these topics could be integrated into the teaching of the other units.  Use the tick grid below to map their coverage as you teach the Specification.  It is also worth remembering that skills are assessed on the examination papers for units 2 and 3.  Therefore this section should not be taught as a discrete section at the end of the two year course.  
For examples of the type of skills required for units 2 and 3 refer to the SAMs which are available on the Edexcel website. http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse09/geography/a/Pages/default.aspx 
The last three topics relate better to unit 4 than the other units but their content will occur on the unit 1 examination paper periodically.

The grid could be adapted for students to use as they work their way through the course,  perhaps splitting the unit column into three – so that the student can ‘traffic light’ their performance on each skill.

Topic 1— Basic skills

Topic 2— Cartographic skills

Topic 3— Graphical skills

Topic 4— Geographical enquiry skills

Topic 5— ICT skills

Topic 6— Geographical Information Systems (GIS) skills.

Topic 1— Basic skills

	Basic Skills 
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Label and annotate diagrams
	
	
	
	

	Label and annotate maps
	
	
	
	

	Label and annotate graphs
	
	
	
	

	Label and annotate sketches
	
	
	
	

	Draw sketches
	
	
	
	

	Use and interpret photographs
	
	
	
	

	Literacy and use of geographical terminology
	
	
	
	


Topic 2— Cartographic skills

OS maps will be 1:50 000 only.

	Cartographic skills
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Atlas maps
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and describe distributions and patterns of human features
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and describe distributions and patterns of physical features
	
	
	
	

	Sketch maps
	
	
	
	

	Draw, label / annotate sketch maps.
	
	
	
	

	Understand and interpret sketch maps.
	
	
	
	

	OS maps
	
	
	
	

	Recognise symbols using a key
	
	
	
	

	Complete four and six figure references
	
	
	
	

	Calculate straight line distance
	
	
	
	

	Calculate winding distances
	
	
	
	

	Understand direction, using an eight-point compass
	
	
	
	

	Understand how cross-sections are constructed
	
	
	
	

	Complete and annotate cross-sections
	
	
	
	

	Describe patterns of vegetation – woodland.
	
	
	
	

	Describe patterns of land use.
	
	
	
	

	Describe patterns of communication networks
	
	
	
	

	Describe and understand using evidence from an OS map the site and situation of a settlement
	
	
	
	

	Describe and understand using evidence the shape of settlements
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and describe distributions and patterns of human features
	
	
	
	

	Recognise and describe distributions and patterns of physical features
	
	
	
	

	Recognition types of human activity such as tourism
	
	
	
	

	Use maps with photographs
	
	
	
	

	Use maps with sketches
	
	
	
	

	Use maps with written directions – be able to follow routes
	
	
	
	


Topic 3— Graphical skills

	Graphical skills.  Students will need to be able to construct, complete and interpret the following graphs, charts and maps.
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Line graph
	
	
	
	

	Bar chart
	
	
	
	

	Histogram 
	
	
	
	

	Compound bar and line 
	
	
	
	

	Flow lines
	
	
	
	

	Rose / ray diagrams
	
	
	
	

	Pictograms 
	
	
	
	

	Pie diagrams
	
	
	
	

	Scattergraphs
	
	
	
	

	Pyramid graphs
	
	
	
	

	Triangular graphs
	
	
	
	

	Choropleth maps
	
	
	
	

	Isoline maps
	
	
	
	

	Dispersion graph
	
	
	
	

	Proportional symbols such as pie diagrams on maps
	
	
	
	

	Topological diagrams
	
	
	
	


Topic 4— Geographical enquiry skills
	Enquiry skills
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Identify geographic questions, hypotheses or issues
	
	
	
	

	Analyse geographic questions, hypotheses or issues
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate geographic questions, hypotheses or issues
	
	
	
	

	To establish and follow a sequence to an enquiry
	
	
	
	

	To extract information from field observations and maps
	
	
	
	

	To extract information from drawings
	
	
	
	

	To extract information from photographs
	
	
	
	

	To extract information from diagrams and tables
	
	
	
	

	To extract information from secondary sources
	
	
	
	

	To describe, analyse and interpret evidence 
	
	
	
	

	To draw and justify conclusions from evidence
	
	
	
	

	To evaluate data collection techniques
	
	
	
	

	To evaluate data presentation techniques
	
	
	
	

	To evaluate the analysis of evidence
	
	
	
	


Topic 5— ICT skills

	ICT skills
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Collection and annotation of photographs and satellite images
	
	
	
	

	use of databases such as census and population data
	
	
	
	

	use of the Internet for example to investigate case studies of volcanic eruptions, floods etc
	
	
	
	

	extract information from video and TV programmes
	
	
	
	

	Carry out data presentation and analysis techniques
	
	
	
	

	use spreadsheets and data handling software
	
	
	
	

	research and present investigative work. 
	
	
	
	


Topic 6— Geographical Information Systems (GIS) skills.

	GIS skills
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Capture and represent geographical information in systems such as Aegis
	
	
	
	

	Use web mapping such as Google Earth and Multimap
	
	
	
	


[image: image1.emf] 



