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Issue 2
Practical support to help you deliver this Edexcel specification

Course planner
This course planner has been produced to help you implement this Edexcel specification. It is offered as an example of one possible model that you should feel free to adapt to meet your needs and is not intended to be in any way prescriptive. It is in editable Word format to make adaptation as easy as possible.

Other course planning support

You will find other support for planning the course in the Teacher’s Guide and editable Scheme of Work. This is a free downloadable resource that you can access at www.edexcel.com/gcse2009 

Teaching resource exemplars

The course planner contains suggestions for resources that you can use to support your teaching. These are suggestions only of material you may find useful and you are encouraged to use a wide range of resources that suit the needs of your students.

Other Edexcel teaching resources

Pearson Education produce a wide range their own teaching resources including:

· Student books — full colour textbooks matched to the specification

· ActiveTeach — digital teaching resources on one easy to use CD ROM

· Exam Wizard — instant access to banks of GCSE and GCE questions from past papers.
You’ll find details of all of these at www.edexcel.com/gcse2009
We are also working with a range of Publishers to support you, textbooks have been produced to support this subject by Hodder Education and Heinemann Educational Publishing.
Edexcel Subject Advisors

Edexcel has a team of specialist subject advisors available to help you with implementation of this specification. You can contact them by email or phone. 

Email: 
HistorySubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk

Phone: 
0844 576 0034

Edexcel Additional Support
· Ask the Expert — puts you in direct email contact with over 200 of our senior subject experts
· Edexcel's community — these message boards are designed to enable you to access peer-to-peer support from fellow Edexcel teaching and delivery staff in schools and colleges.
Editable course planner — GCSE 2009 History A
This fully modular course gives you the opportunity to teach the course in the way that best suits your centre and students. 

Making your choice

I want a course for my students with all assessment at the end

You have the freedom to take any unit in either January or June providing you meet terminal assessment requirements. If you want an old-style course, just take all the units in June of the second year. Example D shows one way of organising a terminal assessment course.

What is the best order in which to take the modules?

There isn’t one. It depends on the options you chose, and on many other factors. Some centres will want to teach more or less chronologically (see Example C). Others may choose to start with a unit that grows naturally from Key Stage 3 (see Example B).

My students are most motivated at the start and the end of the course

A modular course should help improve motivation throughout the two years. Example B shows a centre using the initial high motivation by taking a unit in January of the first year.

How can I maximize the possible advantages from re-sits?

Using ResultsPlus to analyse weaknesses will help improve grades for those students who need to.

Do I need to give all units the same length of time?

No. You can, and obviously each carries the same proportion of the final marks, but many centres, for example, will spend less time on Controlled Assessment as they won’t need to build revision time in. Example A shows a plan where each module gets 16 weeks.

What do I need to do to follow the 40% rule for terminal assessment?

You need to ensure that two units are assessed at the end of the course. However, one of these units could be Controlled Assessment Unit 4, which can be completed earlier in the course but submitted in June.
Example A

	Term 1
	Outline
1918-1956
	16 weeks

	Term 2
	
	

	
	Depth
USA 1919-41
	16 weeks

	Term 3
	
	

	
	Outline revision
	EXAM

	
	Source
War and the transformation of British society
	16 weeks

	Term 4
	
	

	Term 5
	Depth Revision
	EXAM

	
	CA
Vietnam
	16 weeks

	Term 6
	
	

	
	Source Revision
	EXAM


Issues

This centre wants to:

· Give equal weight to all modules.
· Start with the Unit 1 outline and teach in roughly chronological order.
· Have a gap and then a revision period between the end of teaching and each exam paper.

	Term 1
	Source
USA 1945-70
	15 weeks
EXAM

	Term 2
	
	

	
	Outline
	10 weeks
EXAM

	Term 3
	
	

	
	CA
Crime, policing 
and punishment
	20 weeks

	Term 4
	
	

	Term 5
	Revision
	EXAM

	
	Depth

Germany 
	16 weeks

	Term 6
	
	EXAM

	
	
	(submit controlled assessment)


Example B

Issues

This centre wants to:

· Build on KS3 teaching which finished with Black Peoples of America.
· Build on motivation and maximize the chances of re-sits by taking an exam in January of Year 1*.
· Finish the teaching of each examined unit with the exam for that unit.
· Submit controlled assessment, with the Depth study exam, to 
make up the 40% terminal 
assessment.

*NB — Only unit 2 will be available in January 2010 but all examined units will be available from January 2011
Example C

	Term 1
	Causes of WW2
	6 weeks

	
	Source
Britain 1905-28
	14 weeks

	Term 2
	
	

	
	Outline

Causes of WW2
	12 weeks

2 EXAMS

	Term 3
	
	

	
	
	

	Term 4
	Depth
Germany
	16 weeks

	Term 5
	
	EXAM

	
	CA
USA 1945-70
	12 weeks
CA submission

	Term 6
	
	

	
	
	DEPTH EXAM


Issues
This centre wants to:

· Teach in chronological order, to the extent that they want to fit the Unit 1 outline, which starts with the causes of the First World War, around the Unit 3 British Source Enquiry covering the First World War.
· Take two exams during Year 1, and two exams in Year 2, to give students the chance to improve with re-sits if necessary.
Example D
	Term 1
	CA
Northern Ireland
	10 weeks

	
	Depth
Life in 
Germany 
	18 weeks

	Term 2
	
	

	Term 3
	Outline
1929-69
	18 weeks

	Term 4
	
	

	
	Source
USA
	16 weeks

	Term 5
	
	

	Term 6
	Revision
	3 EXAMS


Issues

This centre wants to continue with a terminal examination.
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This grid is for you to create your own course planner if needed.

	Term 1
	
	

	Term 2
	
	

	
	
	

	Term 3
	
	

	Term 4
	
	

	Term 5
	
	

	Term 6
	
	

	
	
	

	Term 7
	
	

	Term 8
	
	

	Term 9
	
	

	
	
	

	Term 10
	
	

	Term 11
	
	

	Term 12
	
	


	Term 1

	
	

	Term 2

	
	

	
	
	

	Term 3

	
	

	
	
	

	Term 4

	
	

	Term 5

	
	

	
	
	

	Term 6

	
	

	
	
	


We are happy to provide this course planner for you to �amend and adapt to suit �your teaching purposes.


We hope you find �this useful.





Editable course planner
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