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Part 1 General guidelines

Introduction

This guide is for teachers who are preparing candidates for and conducting the Edexcel GCE Urdu oral
examinations. This guide relates to the requirements of the Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary GCE and
Advanced GCE in Urdu specification (for teaching from September 2008).

The Advanced Subsidiary GCE (AS Level) oral examination will be assessed for the first time in June
2009 and the Advanced GCE (A2 Level) oral examination in June 2010. All the tests will be externally
assessed by Edexcel.

The AS Level oral examination is Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response in Urdu.
The unit code is:
e 6URO1 Urdu

The A2 Level oral examination is Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response in Urdu.
The unit code is:
e 6UR03 Urdu

Essential preparation

Teachers should familiarise themselves with the details of the AS oral examination (Unit 1) in the
Edexcel GCE Urdu specification (page 4), the assessment requirements (page 9), the unit description
(pages 19-23) and the assessment criteria (pages 24-25). The details of the A2 oral examination (Unit 3)
can be found on page 6, the assessment requirements on page 11, the unit description on pages 33-35
and the assessment criteria on pages 36-37 of the Edexcel GCE Urdu specification.

Related documents can be downloaded from the Edexcel website at www.edexcel.com. The assessment
criteria for Units 1 and 3 can also be found on page 9 of this guide.

It is essential that teachers are aware of the requirements of each unit, as incorrectly conducted
tests can adversely affect candidates’ marks.
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AS Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response in Urdu

Students will be rewarded for their ability to demonstrate understanding of a short Urdu-language text
(linked to one of the general topic areas of the AS specification) and to engage in general discussion on
the same general topic area. Understanding of the text will be tested by questions posed by the
teacher/examiner, who will then develop the conversation into a more general discussion of the topic
area.

Before the test, students will choose one of the four following general topic areas:

Youth culture and concerns

Lifestyle: health and fitness

The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues and the Urdu-speaking world

Education and employment.

A definitive list of the subtopics linked to each of these general topic areas is provided below:
e Youth culture and concerns
—  Music and fashion
—  Technology (eg MP3/blogs/mobile phones/internet/games)
—  Relationships (family/friendships and peer pressure)
—  Drink, drugs, sex
e Lifestyle: health and fitness
—  Sport and exercise
—  Food and diet
—  Health issues (eg smoking, skin cancer, health services)
e The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues and the Urdu-speaking world
—  Tourist information, travel and transport
—  Weather (eg natural disasters, climate change)
—  Pollution and recycling
e Education and employment
—  Education (schooling and higher education)
—  Education policy and student issues

—  The world of work (eg the changing work scene, job opportunities and unemployment).

Students are free to choose any of the four general topic areas, depending on their preference and
interests. Students should be advised to choose a topic area with which they are familiar and which
they are prepared to discuss in detail.

Unit 1 tests will be set on each of the four topic areas. The tests will be in the form of a short stimulus
text in the target language. 15 minutes before the test, students will be given, at random, one of the
stimuli for the topic area they have chosen. Examples of these stimuli can be found in the specimen
assessment material published by Edexcel and can be downloaded from the Edexcel website at
www.edexcel.com.

Each stimulus must be exploited in accordance with the sequence stipulated by Edexcel for each
examination session.
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This sequence must be applied to all candidates except where a particular instruction might cause
distress (for example reference to relative who is ill or similar situation); in this case the next suitable
stimulus must be used. The sequence must be continued after breaks in examining in any one day, for
example after lunch.

Students will have 15 minutes preparation time to study the stimulus allocated to them. During this
time, they should study the text with a view to answering questions about it, and to discussing the
subject of the text in more detail.

Students should be encouraged to use this time effectively. Further guidance on preparing students for
the test can be found later in this handbook.

It is important that students know that, in the first part of the test (Section A), they will be asked to
offer opinions about the subject of the text and the related subtopic, and to discuss it in some detail, in
addition to demonstrating comprehension of the text. In the second part of the test (Section B) students
will need to talk about other aspects of the general topic area they have chosen.

Students may not use a dictionary or any other resources during the preparation time. They may make
notes (up to one side of A4 paper if they wish) but must not write on the stimulus provided.

Students must take both the stimulus and any notes into the examination and may refer to both at any
point during the test. Both the stimulus and the notes must be handed to the teacher/examiner at the
end of the test, and must be retained by the centre until 20" September in the year of the test.

The Unit 1 test comprises two sections.
Section A

The teacher/examiner will begin the test by asking the four questions set by Edexcel and printed in the
teacher/examiner’s material. These questions do not appear on the test card given to the students.

The first two of these four questions ask students to demonstrate factual understanding of the stimulus
text. The second two ask students to express their opinions about, or give their reactions to, the
subject matter of the stimulus text.

In the interests of comparability and for the purposes of fair assessment across all centres, the
teacher/examiner must not rephrase or expand on these questions. It is very important that
teacher/examiners do not rephrase or expand on these questions, as to do so will adversely affect the
students’ marks for Response and Understanding (Stimulus specific).

However, although the questions provided by Edexcel will use the formal ‘you’ to address the
candidate, the teacher/examiner may use the informal ‘you’ to address the candidate if more
appropriate and undertake any necessary change as a result of this to the linked verbs and adjectives
etc. No other unnecessary changes must be made.

As teacher/examiners may not rephrase or expand the four questions set by Edexcel, during preparation
for this part of the test students should be coached to give full and/or extended answers to the set
questions.

If a student provides a particularly full answer to the third question that pre-empts the fourth question,
the teacher/examiner should still ask the fourth question. This is done to ensure that all candidates
have the same assessment experience, but students need to be advised that this could occur.

Section B

In this section, the teacher/examiner must initiate a discussion about the general topic area chosen by
each student. The specific topic of the stimulus may be used as a starting point for this discussion, but
the teacher/examiner must move away from this topic to more general discussion of the topic area and
its linked subtopics. Failure to move away to different subtopics could have an adverse impact on final
marks.
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