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GCE A/S, A2 Art and Design Examination Report 2007

Introduction

This report provides an overview of the findings of the 2007 GCE Art and Design 8030-
8036 and 9030-9036 Moderation process.

In August 2005 Edexcel launched its revised specification for GCE Art and Design after
close consultation with relevant bodies, reducing the number of unitary requirements
to be assessed from six units to four. In response to centres’ recommendations, the
most unwieldy aspects of the old specification and the assessment documents were
addressed to form the current specification.

The amalgamation of the old units 1 and 2 to form a single coursework unit at
Advanced Subsidiary Level gave greater cohesion and continuity of delivery. The
combination of Units 4 and 5 at Advanced Level removed an artificial division
between the written element and the practical work; thereby avoiding the need for
sourcing extra contextual references to produce stand-alone dissertations. The
removal of two units across the syllabus considerably eased the burden of
assessment.

Both Externally Set Assignments Unit 2 (Advanced Subsidiary) and Unit 4 (Advanced
Level) have been produced in user-friendly format. Considerable attention was given
to making the starting points in the papers effective and inspiring. The language was
accessible and any starting point from any endorsement may be used as a focus for
the candidates’ response regardless of their chosen discipline.

The first full award for the Specification was August 2007 .

From the many comments brought back from moderators, the marks entered and
discussions with teachers, it is evident that the new format was extremely
successful and that centres continue to help candidates to present personal, well
documented and meaningful submissions. The extra time afforded in the coursework
units restoring a framework that allowed time for candidates to experiment and
acquire more competent control over the formal elements.
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