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25 September 2009
BTEC Eligibility FAQs
 

Q: Must I complete all the Core units?
A: Yes.  All core units must be completed.

Q: Will ‘U’ grades be included in calculating the overall grade?

A: Yes but with some exceptions.  Exceptions are all First Certificates where no U grades are allowed and qualifications in the Health & Social Care and CCLD sectors where no U grades can be reported in the Core units.

Q: From the optional list, will Edexcel take the best units first?

A: Yes.  We will take the better units that make up the required GLH.
Q: Can Meeting Local Needs (MLN) units be used when calculating a grade?

A: Yes but only in place of optional units.  For programmes where there are more than one group of optional units please check the specification to see which group of optional units the MLN units can replace.

Q: How are points allocated?

A: Points are allocated based on the size of the unit.  The table below shows the point scores for each unit size:

	Size of unit (GLH)
	Pass grade
	Merit grade
	Distinction grade

	10
	1
	2
	3

	30
	3
	6
	9

	60
	6
	12
	18

	90
	9
	18
	27

	120
	12
	24
	36


Q: What are the Guided learning Hours for each qualification?

A: 180 GLH for a First Certificate

    360 GLH for a First Diploma

    360 GLH for a National Award

    720 GLH for a National Certificate

   1080 GLH for a National Diploma
Q: If a student completes a course and exceeds the required GLH, can these units be used when calculating the overall grade?
A: No.  Edexcel will take the best graded units that make the minimum GLH.  For Example; on a National Certificate, if you have reported a total of 780 GLH we can only use the best units that total 720 GLH to calculate the overall grade.
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