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05 October 2009

Calculating the overall grade for BTEC Firsts and Nationals 

The purpose of this document is to bring together in one place the information in the specification which together explains how to calculate the overall grades for BTEC Firsts and Nationals.

In order to be eligible for a full award units must be reported that meet the minimum number required in the core and optional groups and meet the minimum Guided Learning Hours for the qualification.
180 GLH for a First Certificate

360 GLH for a First Diploma

360 GLH for a National Award

720 GLH for a National Certificate

1080 GLH for a National Diploma

If the learner has met this requirement we will calculate the overall grade in the following way.

1. Firstly we will add up the points achieved in the core and/or essential units.  Please note that U grades reported in the core units will be used in the calculation of the overall grade.

2. Next we will add up the points in the best (in terms of grade) optional units up to the Guided Learning Hours (GLH) for the qualification.

For example: A National Certificate is a 720 GLH qualification.  If 360 GLH are required form the core we will take these units first.  Then we will take units up to 360 GLH from the optional units.  If you have reported extra optional units we ill take the best 360 GLH.

3. Units that have been added to the programme as Meeting Local Needs (MLN) units can be used towards calculating the overall grade.  Please note though that MLN units cannot count towards the core/essential units and on some programmes the MLN units can only count towards one of the option groups.  Please check the specifications for the particular qualification.

The actual grade will be decided by the aggregated point score determined by the above method.







Calculating the Overall Grade 

[image: image2.emf]Prepared by John Riddler · Authorised by Geoff Harvey · 05/10/2009 · Issue 1.1
Calculating the Overall Grade 
2
Prepared by John Riddler · Authorised by Geoffry Harvey · 05/10/2009 · Issue 1.1

