


 

 

  GCSE English Literature  Controlled Assessment Teacher Support Book2 

Welcome to the GCSE 
English Literature 2010 
Controlled Assessment 
Teacher Support Book 

This Teacher Support Book has been designed to provide you with the 
answers to key questions that will arise during the teaching and assessment 
of Controlled Assessment 5ET03: Shakespeare and Contemporary Drama.  

It also contains learning support materials for students. These are also 
provided in Word version so that you can amend and adapt them to suit your 
teaching purposes. 

The book is divided into 6 sections. It contains content which is applicable 
for all options and some content which is specific to your chosen option.  

Inside you will find some fantastic content, including: 

 An exemplar scheme of work 
 Suggested resources to support your teaching 
 Sample material for your chosen option 
 

Expert advice from the people who know 
 
We hope you find this document useful and look forward to 
working with you on our new GCSE specifications. We are on 
hand to answer your questions so please feel free to get in 
touch. 

 

To contact our English senior examining team please email 
gcseenglish@edexcelexperts.co.uk 

To speak to our English Subject Advisor, Lionel Bolton, 
please call 0844 576 002 or email 
lionel.bolton@edexcelexperts.co.uk 

 
We look forward to working with you. 

Lionel Bolton 
Subject Advisor 

Tony Farrell 
Chair of Examiners 
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5ET03: Shakespeare and 
Contemporary Drama  
What’s new? 

QCA has required a change from coursework to controlled assessment. The 
main changes are:  

 The assessment takes place under specific time limits 

 Work is undertaken through different levels of control for task-setting, 
task-taking and the time allowed 

What will students actually do? 

We set a choice of tasks each year which are taken by your students in 
supervised stages that you mark and we moderate. Students can choose a 
task that they find appealing. They have unlimited preparation time for the 
task, then a set, supervised time in which to take the task.  

The focus of this unit is the study on page and stage or screen of one 
Shakespeare drama text and one contemporary drama text. 
 
This unit gives students the opportunity to: 
 
 understand how dramatists use their drama texts to entertain and 

engage audiences 
 make comparisons and explain links between texts, evaluating writers’ 

different ways of expressing meaning and achieving effects 
 explain how language, structure and form contribute to the 

presentation of ideas. 
 
Students will complete two tasks – one Shakespeare task and one 
contemporary drama task. Task-taking time will be up to four hours to 
complete both tasks. 
 
Centres will have the opportunity to choose two drama texts that will excite 
and engage their students: 

 
 one Shakespeare drama text chosen by the centre 
 one contemporary drama text chosen by the centre. 
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Centre text selection 
 
Centres wishing to select their own texts should ensure that they choose a complete 
and substantial contemporary text. The choice of play must be one that has been 
professionally published and produced. 
 
When studying the chosen play students should note: 

 characterisation 
 major theme(s) 
 style and stagecraft/production 
 how meaning may be communicated to an audience. 

 
Suitable examples of contemporary dramas include: 
Brian Clark       Whose Life is it Anyway? 
Arthur Miller       A View from the Bridge 
Dennis Potter      Blue Remembered Hills 
J B Priestley       An Inspector Calls 
Willy Russell       Educating Rita 
G B Shaw       Pygmalion 
R C Sherriff       Journeys End 
 

Assessment Summary 

This unit represents 25% of the total assessment weighting of the GCSE. It is 
available in January and June and will be internally assessed under controlled 
conditions. This unit is untiered. 
 

 AO1: 10% 
 

 A02: 5% 
 

 AO3: 10% 
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Overview of assessment 
Below is a summary of the units available on the specification. For a more 
detailed version please see the full specification document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 1: 
Understanding 
Prose 
 

80 Compulsory 
unit 

Externally 
Assessed: (1 

hour 45 minute 
examination) 

Unit 2: 
Understanding 
Poetry 
 

25% 50 Compulsory 
unit 

Externally 
Assessed:  
(1 hour 45 

minute 
examination) 

50% 

Unit 3:  
Shakespeare  
and  
Contemporary  
Drama 
 

25% 50 Compulsory 
unit 

Maximum time: 
2 hours for 

Shakespeare 
drama task 
2 hours for 

Contemporary 
drama text 

% 
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Controlled Assessment: Reading Task 
 

Task Setting 
 
Level of control: High 
 
A high level of control means that Edexcel will set the tasks for students to 
complete. 
 
 
One task will be set on each of the following four areas of study: characterisation, 
stagecraft, theme and relationships; these will apply to both the Shakespeare 
drama text and the contemporary drama text.  
 
Students complete two tasks, one on Shakespeare, one on contemporary drama, 
and may choose to respond to the same area of study for each drama text. 
 
When will the tasks be available? 
 
The tasks will be made available for centres before the start of the academic year. 
These will be available to download from the Edexcel website. 
 
The four areas of study (characterisation, stagecraft, theme and relationships) will 
be valid for the life of the specification. 
 
Tasks will be valid for both the January and June examination series. 
 
The tasks will be changed each year. 
 
When should the tasks be made available to students? 
 
Students should have access to the tasks as soon as they are suitably 
prepared. 
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Task Taking - Research and planning: 

Level of control: Limited 

Preparation 
Students’ preparation for the tasks should include the study of the Shakespeare 
drama text and the contemporary drama text. Preparation of these tasks should 
take 25% of the time available for the GCSE. 
 

 Feedback: teachers may support students through the preparation process. 
 
 Collaboration: students’ preparation may be informed by working in groups, 

but they must provide an individual response to the task. 
 

 Resources: when preparing, students should use the range of appropriate 
resources available to the centre. The same range of resources 
must be made available to all students within a centre. 

 
These could include: 
 

– the internet 
– TV, videos and film 
– live performances 
– notes made in class. 

 

Task Taking - Analysis and evaluation:  
 
Level of control: High 
 
The controlled assessment 
A high level of control means that the completion of the task must be under 
controlled conditions. This means that students should be supervised whilst they are 
completing their responses. 
 
Controlled conditions 
Students must not prepare a draft response in advance of the controlled 
assessment. Students will be able to complete the task only when supervised. If this 
takes place over more than one session, students’ materials must be collected in at 
the end of each session, stored securely and handed back at the beginning of the 
next session. The tasks must be collected at the end of the controlled assessment. 
 
Students must complete their tasks individually, without intervention or assistance 
from others. 
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Students may have access to: 
 unannotated copies of the texts 
 notes – which must be checked to ensure they do not include a preprepared 

draft. Notes can include bullet or numbered points on themes, ideas, effects, 
textual or performance features. Notes cannot be continuous sentences or 
paragraphs that would constitute a draft response. Please see Edexcel 
support materials for further guidance 

 a dictionary or thesaurus 
 grammar or spell-check programs. 

 
Students may not have access to: 

 a draft of their response. 
 
Information and communication technology 
 
Students may use IT equipment to complete their controlled assessment but centres 
must ensure that student IT equipment does not have internet access, and that 
there is no access to any preprepared materials on the hard drive. 
 
Time 
 
Centres should allow up to four hours for students to complete the tasks. This time 
may be distributed over two or more sessions at the centre’s discretion. 
 
Authentication 
 
Students’ work must be authenticated. 

 

Task marking 
 
Level of control: Medium 

A medium level of control means that teachers mark the controlled assessment 
tasks using the assessment criteria provided in this unit. 
 
Edexcel will externally moderate the marking. 
 
Edexcel will provide support to teachers on task marking in the Teacher Support 
Materials. 
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Assessment Critieria for Shakespeare task 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Section 2: Assessment information 
 

 

 GCSE English Literature   Controlled Assessment Teacher Support Book11 

Assessment Critieria for Shakespeare task 
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Assessment Critieria for Contemporary Drama task 
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Sample task 
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FAQs: Preparing to teach 
controlled assessment 

Before you can plan your teaching, you will need to have an idea of how the 
controlled assessment is to be assessed and what students have to do. We’ll 
start with some important answers to your questions about controlled 
assessment. 

 

When will I see the task? 

The tasks will be made available for centres before the start of the academic 
year. They will be available for download from the Edexcel website. 

The tasks will be changed each year. 

 

When can students see the task? 

Students should have access to the tasks as soon as they are suitably 
prepared. 

 

When can I offer the controlled assessment unit? 

The controlled assessment unit is assessed in the January and June 
moderation series each year. In 2011, 5ET03 can be entered in the June  
series only, and is then available in both series from January 2012 onwards. 
Centres have the discretion to decide when they want candidates to 
complete the task, but marks and a sample of tasks will be submitted to 
Edexcel in the year of entry. 
Teachers must ensure that candidates are using the correct tasks for the year 
of entry chosen. The dates for which the tasks are valid are given on the 
front cover of the task booklet. 

 

““

““  

““  

””  

““

““  

””  

””  
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How do I conduct the controlled assessment? 

 Arrangements can be decided by the centre. 

 Controlled assessment can take place in normal lesson time, 
supervised by teachers. 

 When there is more than one teaching group, each group can complete 
the controlled Assessment at different times, and indeed, stages in 
the course. 

 Students may not take annotated copies of the texts into the write-up 
session. Clean copies should be provided by the teacher. 

 Teachers should check that the materials contain only plans and notes 
and not a draft answer before they are taken into the controlled 
environment. These plans and notes should be retained with the 
students’ responses in a secure place BUT will not be required as part 
of the submitted sample for moderation. 

 Students who are absent may complete the assignment at another 
time. There are no restrictions on communication between students 
who have and who haven’t completed the assessment, as there would 
be in a live examination. All students will know the task in advance. 

 

Can my students re-sit a Unit? 

Students can resit a unit once (regardless of tier) before claiming 
certification for the qualification. For internally assessed units students will 
need to retake the entire assessment requirements for that unit. 
 
At least 40 per cent of the assessment must be taken in the examination 
series in which certification is requested and the results from these 
assessments must be used. Therefore, any previous, banked results for the 
unit(s) that is/are being used to satisfy the terminal requirement cannot be 
used even if it is/they are better than the results achieved in the terminal 
series. 
 
Results of units held in Edexcel’s unit bank have a shelf-life limited only by 
the shelf-life of this specification, and, subject to the terminal requirement, 
these unit results may be re-used after certification. 

 

””  

““  

““  

””  
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What can students take in to the write-up session? 

Students may have access to texts without any annotation for the Reading 
task alone and their notes for both the Reading and Writing tasks which must 
be checked to ensure they do not include a pre-prepared draft. Notes can 
include bullet or numbered points on themes, ideas and linguistic features. 
Notes must not include continuous paragraphs or complete sentences which 
could constitute a draft response.  

 
Can students do the task on their computer? 

Yes, the task write-up can be word-processed, provided the computer is 
checked prior to use for any saved information and provided it does not 
connect to the internet or intranet. Spell-checks, dictionaries or thesauri 
must not be used by students. 

When work in a write-up session is completed this must be saved onto 
portable media and retained securely by the centre. The controlled 
assessment response must be printed out for marking and standardisation.  

If the task is to be word processed teachers should ensure that candidates 
use a clear and legible font, font size and page layout eg Times New Roman, 
font size 12, 1 ½ line spacing and margins to allow for teacher comments.  

 
 

What about students who qualify for extra time in examinations? 

Some students qualify for extra time in examinations due to special 
circumstances – in such cases the extra time can also be applied to the write-
up time for controlled assessment. 

 
When does controlled assessment need to be submitted? 

Controlled assessment can be submitted in the January and June series. 
However, you can offer the unit earlier in the year, retain the controlled 
assessment securely, and submit it later at the appropriate deadline, for 
example you could teach the controlled assessment in the Autumn term, 
students could write the response in January, you could retain the responses 
securely and submit these in summer.  

How do I ensure that I meet the terminal assessment rule? 

You need to ensure that students are assessed for 40% of their GCSE in the 
terminal (last) examination series. Controlled assessment written earlier in 
the year can be submitted as terminal assessment.  

““  

““  

””  

““  

””  
““  

““  
””  

““  

““  

””  
““  

””  

””  
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Suggested resources to 
support teachers and 
students 
Before you choose your controlled assessment option, you will need to have an idea 
of available resources to support your teaching of the course.  

The following is a provisional list of resources which may be updated as publishers 
begin to produce new resources to this support controlled assessment topic. 

To support you with delivering the new specifications, we are publishing our own 
suite of resources for GCSE English. This comprehensive suite of resources, written 
by an expert author team of senior examiners and practising teachers, includes: 

 tiered Student Books with materials that focus on helping all students 
improve their grade and achieve their potential  

 Teacher Guides matched to each Student Book, giving you tailored support 
and saving you valuable planning time  

 Digital resources, enriched with BBC Active video clips to engage all 
students  

 In addition, all centres will receive teaching and learning support for the 
Edexcel Poetry Anthology completely FREE!  

Fully integrated with the specifications, our resources:  

 help improve grades with ResultsPlus activities and advice based on real 
performance data combined with examiner insight  

 are written by the senior examining team, practising teachers and 
consultant Geoff Barton to give you confidence  

 include extensive support for EAL students, to save you valuable planning 
time. 

To evaluate these resources, you can order a free* Evaluation Pack containing a 
free copy of the GCSE English and English Language Core Student Book plus sample 
material from the other components. To order, contact Pearson Education on 0845 
630 33 33, quoting the ISBN 978-1-84690-640-4.  

* This Evaluation Pack is free until 31 July 2010. Maximum of one free Evaluation 
Pack per account. 
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Free Poetry Anthology materials 

 

  

FREE Student Poetry Anthology 

 Our Poetry Anthology consists of four themed collections, 
each containing 15 poems.  

 Our selection is largely contemporary and therefore includes 
content that students can relate to.  

 It is common to both GCSE English and GCSE English 
Literature.  

 We are providing two free copies of our Anthology for each 
student, one where notes can be made during lessons and an 
unmarked copy to be taken into exams.    

 

  

    

Our FREE Digital Poetry Anthology and Teacher Guide  

Not only are we providing free copies of the Poetry Anthology, but 
we will also give you free print and digital student and teacher 
resources to support your teaching. 

The Digital Anthology ActiveTeach CD-rom is an easy-to-use, 
onscreen version of the Student Poetry Anthology with added digital 
resources to enhance your teaching. It also gives you the flexibility 
to introduce your own resources, providing you with the perfect 
solution for seamless lesson planning and whole-class teaching. 
And, what’s more, it’s completely free of charge.   

Features include: 

 Interactive: zoom in, highlight key words or sections, 
annotate poems, add notes and save your work  

 Resource rich: includes video clips, audio readings, editable 
student worksheets, images and interactive grade 
improvement activities  

 Adaptable: create your own route through the Digital 
Anthology, adding links to your own resources, websites and 
schemes of work  

 Networkable: can be installed onto your centre’s network or 
VLE for easy access in lessons without needing to be online. 
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The Anthology Teacher Guide provides complete teacher support 
for our poetry anthology, helping you to start teaching the new 
collections quickly and easily. 

 Ready-made schemes of work: a scheme of work for each of 
the collections in the anthology, plus a scheme of work on 
teaching unseen poetry.  

 Visual lesson plans: clear step-by-step visual layout makes it 
easy to see how to use the resources available and provide 
suggested activities for every poem, with Access and Extend 
activities to support differentiation.  

 Glossary: a glossary of words and phrases used in the poems 
to help students access the language.  

 Editable lesson plans: all of the lesson plans and worksheets 
are also provided in Word format so you can adapt them to 
the needs of your students. 

ResultsPlus: Helping you achieve better results in your English GCSEs 
 
ResultsPlus is our free online tool that offers you unrivalled insight into exam 
performance. You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed 
according to a range of criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level. 

To support you in teaching each of our new English specifications, you’ll have 
access to a comprehensive range of analysis and reports giving you easy-to-use data 
which will help you target teaching and revision to improve results: 

 question-by-question exam analysis  
 skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification  
 exam documents and various reports which can be viewed or downloaded.  

 See how your centre performed against other types of centre  
 See how classes performed against one another 
 See how each student performed 
 Print all exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports 
 Compare results with last year’s 
 Compare exam results by gender 
 See how your centre performed in each subject 
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How can ResultsPlus benefit you and your students?  

Helps with planning 
ResultsPlus reports provide valuable information that helps you to shape your 
schemes of work, making planning easier and saving you time. By analysing your 
results year on year, you can improve how your department delivers the course. 

Saves you time 
On results day you have instant access to your students’ results: data that has 
already been analysed for you. You can review these reports on screen, print them, 
or export the data into a spreadsheet, allowing you to create your own reports. 

Personalises and contextualises feedback to students 
Our skills map analysis lets you see how your students performed on each part of 
the multi-part questions. This allows you to work your way through each 
examination paper with your students, highlighting their strengths and where they 
need to make improvements. Our traffic light system makes this data clear and 
accessible. 

Identifies resit opportunities 
See how far off from a particular grade a student was with our gradeometer and use 
this tool to establish whether retaking a particular unit could help raise student 
attainment. 

As the questions follow the same framework series upon series, you will be able to 
see at a glance how well your whole class has performed on each question, helping 
you make informed decisions about resits and revision plans.   

This screen shows the performance of a 
cohort or class at a glance. For each 
question, green shows the percentage 
who got over 70% of the available marks, 
orange shows the percentage scoring 
35%-70%, and red the percentage scoring 
below 35%. 

 

 

 

  

Pre-set skills map reports show 
performance against Assessment 
Objectives. Each report includes Edexcel 
average scores to help put your students’ 
performance in perspective. 
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How ResultsPlus features in our published resources 

Our published resources include 
activities, tips and advice based on real 
performance data combined with 
examiners’ insight. These features 
highlight common pitfalls and show 
students what needs to be included to 
score top marks.  

Request your Evaluation Pack 
If you would like to receive an 
Evaluation Pack for our published 
resources, please call customer services 
on 0845 630 3333. 

  

 

Enhanced examiner reports 

 

  

Our new-style examiners' reports 
offer:  

 a paper overview showing how 
the candidates did overall, adding 
context to your own results  

 a detailed question-by-question 
breakdown of what candidates did 
well and how they could have 
done better  

 examples of actual answers with 
examiner comments – so you can 
see (and share with your 
students) exactly what gets the 
marks  

 examiner tips to help avoid 
common mistakes – so you can 
pass them on in your teaching. 

Example question:  

Question 25 (c): From this extract 
select two aspects that you think make the 
passage effective. Briefly explain how and 
why each aspect is effective.  Left is an 
example extract from an examiners' report 
relating to this question. 
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ResultsPlus Mock Analysis Service  

When you come to set mock exams for 
the new course, ResultsPlus can help 
guide you through the process. You’ll be 
able to choose from a range of past 
papers and sample exam papers, each 
with a clear mark scheme. 

After marking the papers yourself, 
simply upload your students’ question 
scores to get all the benefits 
of ResultsPlus analysis. 

  

 

 

  

For a student, class or group, you’ll be 
able to see: 

 question-by-question analysis, 
with clear graphics and scores  

 skills map reports to 
contextualise performance  

 comparisons to national data to 
help you spot where students 
need most help  

 highlight reports to share with 
students and parents. 

Reports can be exported or printed to help you set target grades, plan revision or 
present the summaries to interested parties such as parents or governors. 

The service is provided free to those entering Edexcel’s GCSE examinations. To set 
up your account on ResultsPlus, call 0844 576 0024.  

Teachit resources 

We've teamed up with Teachit to build special banks of material matched to our 
new GCSE English, GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 
specifications. These resources have been written specifically to support:  

 non-fiction texts - whether digital or paper  
 new Different Cultures texts  
 spoken language study in our specifications. 

So if you use Teachit already, you’ll find it easy to move to Edexcel. And if you 
don’t, you’ll find these materials a wonderful resource to help you deliver really 
engaging lessons, week after week.  
Please go to www.teachit.co.uk for further information 
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Sample assessment materials   

Edexcel’s clear assessment structure and questions allow your students to achieve 
their best. Our sample assessment materials give students the opportunity to 
practise and hone their examination skills.  

 Guidance sections detail the requirement of the task for teachers. You can 
share this information with your students at any time you deem appropriate.  

 The assessment criteria will remain unchanged throughout the life of the 
specification, ensuring consistency across the department.  

 The language used in the Assessment Objectives grids is straightforward 
and uses consistent terminology within bands to help you assess students’ 
work.  

 Questions are structured into three or four parts. This structured approach 
has proved very popular with pilot centres over the last four years as it 
allows candidates of all abilities to achieve their best.  

 Questions follow a framework which will remain the same for the life of the 
specification.  

 Questions are written in clear and accessible language with direct command 
words and bold text to identify the limit of the question.  

 For some questions, students at Foundation Tier will be given bullets to help 
shape their answers.  

 Often, familiar writing questions are given to allow you to use existing 
teaching resources to prepare your students.  

 Indicative content sections in the mark schemes give details of possible 
responses specific to the text chosen and to the question being asked. This is 
guidance for the examiner and is not exhaustive.  

 Descriptions of the likely features of students’ work are provided in the 
mark schemes for each mark band.  
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English Literature 
Edexcel scheme of work for Unit 3 
 
Week Content coverage/ 

key questions 
Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

Contemporary Drama – centre choice text 
1 Introducing the 

text 
Understanding 
terminology 

Students will have 
an understanding 
of: 
 the major themes 

of the play 
 the 

historical/cultural 
context as far as 
it affects 
understanding 

 what is involved in 
an exploration of 
characterisation, 
stagecraft, 
themes and 
relationships 

 Groups of students are given a theme from the play 
and produce a role play of an aspect of the theme. 

 Students read the directions for the setting at the 
beginning of the play and draw a sketch, including 
everything mentioned in the text. Students watch 
the opening scene of the play on film and compare 
their sketches with the film. They should discuss any 
differences.  

 In groups, students predict what might happen 
during the play. 

 In groups, students prepare a sheet explaining the 
four main areas of study (characterisation, 
performance, theme and relationships). They 
discuss the opening scene of the play in the light of 
their discussions. 

 
 

Film of the play 
Live performance if 
possible 
 

2/3 Close reading of 
the text 

Students will have a 
detailed 
understanding of: 
 the sequence of 

events 
 the characters  
 the development 

of relationships 
 stagecraft 

 Students set up a reading log with four columns: 
characterisation, stagecraft, themes and 
relationships. They should be encouraged and given 
time to fill in the log at frequent intervals. 

 Students read the whole text. 
 
Some of the following methods may facilitate students’ 
engagement with the text: 
 Acting out sections of the play in small groups and 

Reading log sheets 
Film of play 
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 the development 
of themes 

comparing their interpretation with the same scene 
from a film. 

 Compiling director’s notes on sections of the play or 
annotating sections of the play as director. 

 Hotseating characters at key moments, especially 
after students have performed in a particular  role. 

 Freeze-framing key moments and explaining 
decisions. 

 Sketching setting/stage design/sketching 
characters/lighting for a short section of the play. 
Sketches should be displayed and discussed by other 
students. 

 Group discussions of different interpretations of the 
text. 

 Exploring presentation of themes/ 
characters/relationships at a number of specific 
points in the play. 
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

4 Characterisation 
Stagecraft 

Students will have 
learned how to: 
 comment on 
characterisation 
and 
stagecraft/dramat
ic devices 

 In groups students compile a list of methods used by 
the writer to create characters. 

 Students read the opening scene (or section) of the 
play. The teacher models how to comment on how a 
writer introduces and develops one of the major 
characters in this scene. 

 In groups students look at different scenes from the 
play. They comment on how the writer creates and 
develops character in their scene. 

 Students annotate the scene as a director, 
commenting on, for example, lighting, movements 
of characters, delivery of lines, lighting. They 
change scenes with another group and perform that 
group’s scene with one person acting as director and 
following the notes. 

Copies of key scenes 

5 Themes 
Relationships 

Students will have 
learned how to: 
 comment on 
themes and 
relationships. 

 Students produce an A3 table outlining the major 
themes and areas of the play where the themes are 
particularly developed. These are displayed or 
presented to the whole class. Students question 
other groups about their tables. 

 Class is divided into groups. Each group is given a 
relationship to research. They make a study of that 
relationship throughout the play and prepare a 
presentation for the whole class. The presentation 
should include performance of short relevant 
exchanges in the play and an analysis of the writer’s 
techniques. It should begin with a commentary on 
the way in which the relationship is introduced into 
the play. 

 

6 Understanding the 
controlled 
assessment 

Students will 
understand: 
 the regulations for 

 Students are given a list of regulations for the 
controlled assessment and allowed 
discussion/question time 

Edexcel question paper 
and mark scheme 
Model answer 
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

Choosing and 
planning the 
assessment 
Looking at the 
mark scheme 
 

the controlled 
assessment 

 the mark criteria 
 

 Students are given time to discuss a copy of the 
mark scheme, highlighting key areas. If possible 
they should mark a model answer. 

 Students are given a copy of the controlled 
assessment task and plan their answer. They may 
research material and make notes, but drafting 
their response is not allowed. They may work in 
groups. Students should not write in sentences. 
Notes will need to be carefully checked by the 
teacher.  

 
Note: Teachers may allow as much time as is necessary 
for this preparation period. 

Research materials  

7 Controlled 
assessment 
(written) 

Students will have 
completed the 
controlled 
assessment 

Students work independently and unaided. Work 
carried over from one session to another must be 
stored securely between sessions. Students have a 
maximum of two hours for this task 
 
 

Edexcel question paper 
Students’ notes as 
prescribed 
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

Shakespeare – centre choice text 
1 Introducing the 

text -an overview 
Students will have 
an understanding 
of: 
 the plot 
 major 

themes/issues 
 major characters 
 key relationships 
 key terminology 

- revision 

 Teacher gives groups of students one major theme 
each; students produce a role play based on the 
theme 

 Groups of students are given strips of paper 
outlining the plot; they sort these into a logical 
order and have to justify their choice. They are 
then given a print-out of the correct sequence. 

 Groups of students are given different key sections 
of the play and work on giving a dramatic reading. 
These readings are presented to the whole class in 
the correct sequence. Students discuss what the 
section reveals about the major characters and 
their relationships with each other. They should 
predict how the plot might unfold, adapting 
predictions after each reading. Students compare 
their interpretations with the same scenes from live 
or film performances. 

 Students are introduced to the main areas of study: 
characterisation, performance, themes and 
relationships. 

Simplified versions of 
the play, such as a 
graphic Shakespeare 
Film performance of 
the text 
 

2/3/4 
 
 

Detailed study of 
the play  
 

Students will have a 
detailed 
understanding of: 
 the sequence of 

events 
 the characters  
 the development 

of relationships 
 performance 
 the development 

of themes 

 Students set up a reading log with four columns: 
characterisation, performance, themes and 
relationships. They should be encouraged and given 
time to fill in the log at frequent intervals. 

 Students should be reminded of the areas of study, 
and that performance has replaced stagecraft. 

 
Some of the following methods may facilitate students’ 
engagement with the text: 
 Acting out sections of the play in small groups. 

Students should compare their interpretations with 

Reading log sheets 
Film of the play  
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

that of a film of the same section of the play. 
 Watching a section of the play and, in groups, 

working out what the director may have said to the 
cast. 

 Compiling director’s notes on sections of the play or 
annotating sections of the play as director. This 
should include looking at dramatic techniques. 

 Hotseating characters at key moments, especially 
after students have performed in a particular role 

 Freeze-framing key moments and explaining 
decisions  

 Sketching setting/stage design/characters/lighting 
for a short section of the play. Sketches should be 
displayed and discussed by other students. 

 Story boarding a short section of the play and 
comparing that with a film of the same section 

 Group discussions of different interpretations of the 
text 

 Exploring presentation of themes/ 
characters/relationships at a number of specific 
points in the play 
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

5 A study of themes, 
performance, 
characterisation 
and relationships 
 
 

Students will have 
revised how to 
comment on the 
four areas of study. 

 In groups students look at different scenes from the 
play. They comment on how the writer creates and 
develops character in their scene. 

 Students annotate the scene as a director, 
commenting on, for example, lighting, movements 
of characters, delivery of lines. They then perform 
the scene. They watch the same scene from a film 
version and make notes on the differences between 
their interpretation and that of the film. 

 In groups students produce an A3 table outlining the 
major themes and areas of the play where the 
themes are particularly developed. These are 
displayed. 

 Groups prepare a short PowerPoint presentation 
exploring the development of one relationship in the 
play. These are shown to the whole class and placed 
on the shared area or English website. 

 

6 Choosing and 
planning the 
assessment 
Looking at the 
mark scheme 
 
 

Students will 
understand: 
 the regulations for 

the controlled 
assessment 

 the mark criteria 
 

 Students are given a list of regulations for the 
controlled assessment and allowed 
discussion/question time 

 Students are given time to discuss a copy of the 
mark scheme, highlighting key areas. If possible 
they should mark a model answer. 

 Students are given a copy of the controlled 
assessment task and plan their answer. They may 
research material and make notes, but drafting 
their response is not allowed. They may work in 
groups. Students should not write in sentences. 
Notes will need to be carefully checked by the 
teacher.  

 
Note: Teachers may allow as much time as is necessary 

Edexcel question paper 
and mark scheme 
Model answer 
Research materials 
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Week Content coverage/ 
key questions 

Learning outcomes Exemplar activities Exemplar resources 

for this preparation period. 
7 Controlled 

assessment 
(written) 

Students will have 
completed the 
assessment 

Students work independently and unaided. Work 
carried over from one session to another must be 
stored securely between sessions. Students have a 
maximum of two hours for this task 

Edexcel question paper 
and students’ notes as 
prescribed 

 

 






