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Edexcel, a Pearson company, is the UK's largest awarding body offering academic and 
vocational qualifications and testing to more than 25,000 schools, colleges, 
employers and other places of learning here and in over 100 countries worldwide. 
Our qualifications include GCSE, AS and A Level, GNVQ, NVQ and the BTEC suite of 
vocational qualifications from entry level to BTEC Higher National Diplomas and 
Foundation Degrees.  

We deliver 9.4 million exam scripts each year, with over 3.8 million marked onscreen 
in 2006. As part of Pearson, Edexcel has been able to invest in cutting-edge 
technology that has revolutionised the examinations system, this includes the ability 
to provide detailed performance data to teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References to third party material made in this specification are made in good faith. 
Edexcel does not endorse, approve or accept responsibility for the content of 
materials, which may be subject to change, or any opinions expressed therein. 
(Material may include textbooks, journals, magazines and other publications and 
websites.) 
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Introduction 
 

This material has been written to provide support for the teaching of BTEC National 
qualifications in Media Production (first teaching from September 2007). It is 
designed for programme planners and tutors and gives suggestions, information and 
ideas on how to structure the running of the BTEC National Diplomas, Certificates 
and Awards in Media Production. It includes information on resources, course 
planning, assignment writing, and assessment. It also provides sample assignments 
which cover assessment of both individual and integrated units. 

This tutor support material should be read in conjunction with the Specification for 
the BTEC Nationals in Media Production. 
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Pathways within BTEC Nationals in Media 
Production 
 

The specialist routes designated by the Level 3 BTEC Nationals in Media Production 
endorsed titles lead on to Level 4 and 5 training or education in preparation for 
careers in television, film and radio production, the sound recording industry, the 
print-based media industries, interactive media production and computer games 
development. 

Centres may vary their programmes for the specified pathways within the limits 
described in the rules of combination for the Nationals in Media Production (see 
Structures in the Guidance and units). 

Centres may also develop their own, non-specific programmes in Media Production by 
using the unendorsed Certificate and Diploma options. 
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Resources 
 

Teaching 

Teaching staff with relevant practical knowledge developed in a professional context 
should be available. Staff experience and knowledge should be broad enough to 
enable them to teach techniques and practices of media production, an 
understanding of professional practice, the professional presentation of finished work 
and critical approaches to media products and production. Their expertise will 
determine the most appropriate combination of units to offer. 

Development of technical skills and understanding of professional practice should, 
wherever possible, be expanded through visits from media practitioners, visits to 
industrial locations, studios, exhibitions and events, and through larger scale 
industrial links such as work experience. The creation and maintenance of 
relationships with local media industries is obviously vital in this respect. Tutors will 
also, no doubt, make full use of those contacts they have developed through their 
own employment in the media industries.  

Broader learner support services should be provided within institutions. 

Technical 

Adequate access to media production and post-production equipment is essential. 
Learners must have access to a wide range of resources of sufficient quality to 
stimulate the development of technical skills in their chosen pathway.  

Specialist facilities and equipment must be available to support practical work 
appropriate to the pathway and to facilitate both formal teaching and the learners’ 
own independent exploration of equipment and techniques.  

Professional standard hardware and software appropriate to media production in the 
chosen pathway must be available. The physical resources available must enable the 
production of a wide range of media work.  

It is expected that most centres will use personal computers, although the BTEC 
Nationals in Media Production do not require a particular platform. Centres should 
have an intranet and internet system available for learner and staff use. 

Technical support should be available to both staff and learners in order to ensure 
the smooth working of equipment. Manuals and proprietary information should be 
readily available for learners' use in order to facilitate independence in learning.  

Learners will also need access to materials for personal research which will develop 
their thinking in a broad range of media contexts. In this respect, ready access to the 
internet is essential. 
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Library resources 

Sufficient library resources (including specialist texts on media technologies and 
techniques, critical theory and specialist publications) should be available. Learners 
will need to have access to both broad and specialist resources in order to research 
and explore historical, contemporary and contextual material and ideas that may 
influence their work. Centres should offer library resources providing relevant and 
current information in relation to contemporary European and non-European media 
developments. 

Audio-visual library 

Television and radio are fruitful sources of material for anyone teaching media, 
whether in a vocational or an academic context. The material they can provide falls 
into two main categories:  

• programmes about the media or about media production (current and past 
examples might include Radio 4’s series The Message, BBC Four’s The Desk, the 
Channel 4 series Hard News, BBC2’s six-episode history of television advertising, 
as well as numerous documentaries on film-makers, photographers, illustrators, 
news production etc)  

• exemplar texts which may be the object of study from either a critical or a 
production point of view, and which will provide resources for learners 
researching past and current practice. 

The British Universities Film and Video Council can provide members with copies of 
television programmes going back to 1988. Annual Standard Ordinary Membership at 
the time of writing is £394 (inc VAT). This gives access to up to 12 copies of formerly 
broadcast television programmes from the Council’s archives. Further details can be 
found on its website at www.bufvc.ac.uk/. 

The Richmond upon Thames College video library holds stock ranging across the 
whole television output — www.richmond-utcoll.ac.uk/facilities/video.asp. 
Membership is open to all educational establishments (provided that they hold a valid 
Educational Recordings Agency [ERA] license). Annual membership charges are £170 
(inc VAT) for schools and £380 (inc VAT) for universities or colleges. Membership 
includes up to 12 VHS tapes or DVDs per year. 

Other sources of audio-visual material (as well as general material relevant to media 
production and study of the media) are the British Film Institute (www.bfi.org.uk) 
and the English and Media Centre (www.englishandmedia.co.uk/).  

Another very useful site which covers copyright issues and has advice on how to 
construct a video library can be found at http://hca.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/Briefing_ 
Papers/video.php#links.  

Whether videos are purchased or recorded from the television, centres must have a 
licence from the Educational Recordings Agency. Full details on how to obtain such a 
licence are available from the Agency website — www.era.org.uk/.  

CD-ROMs and DVDs can provide a range of research material and an insight into 
contemporary media practice, as can numerous sites on the internet that can be 
accessed via the world wide web. (Website information has to be accompanied, of 
course, with the caveat that addresses and content are subject to unpredictable and 
sometimes dramatic change.) 

http://www.bufvc.ac.uk/
http://www.richmond-utcoll.ac.uk/facilities/video.asp
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/
http://hca.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/Briefing_Papers/video.php#links
http://hca.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/Briefing_Papers/video.php#links
http://www.era.org.uk/


http://www.asa.org.uk/
http://www.barb.co.uk/
http://www.bbfc.co.uk/
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://www.bipp.com/
http://www.bsc.org.uk/
http://www.theproductionguide.com/















































































































































































































































































