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Screening, Initial Assessment, Diagnostic Assessment
Screening

Screening is the initial process to determine learners who may have a literacy or numeracy need and to identify learners who would benefit from further assessments.  The purpose of screening is not to determine the specific level of the learner.

Initial screening may take place at the interview stage for learners wishing to access a new course or programme or may be identified with learners on an existing programme. Screening can be accomplished by a series of questions or checklist.

Information can be obtained from:

Basic Skills Agency: www.toolslibrary.co.uk  
Skills for Life Assessment Tools have been designed with different audiences in mind i.e. 

· Standard for general purpose use in a range of contexts 

· Workplace for standard workplace usage. 

These Skills Check Tools assess whether an individual has a literacy or numeracy need. These are available in both paper and computer based format and have been trialled this year.

Once a learner has been identified with a literacy or numeracy need an initial assessment should then take place to determine the starting level.

Initial Assessment

There are a number of initial assessments available in interactive electronic formats or paper based.  These initial assessments help to ascertain the general level a learner is working towards thus giving a starting point and helping to place the learner on an appropriate course or programme. An initial assessment will identify a learner’s skill against a level or levels within the national standards for literacy and numeracy.

Information can be obtained from:

CTAD Target Skills: www.targetskills.net
Target Skills was first released in 2001 and provides an ICT-based initial assessment and assesses learners against the national standards and curricula at Entry1, 2, 3 and levels 1& 2. This forms the basis of a learner’s learning programme and provides advice and guidance on the appropriate level to begin using Target Skills learning materials.

Target Skills is suitable for use in a wide range of centres such as FE colleges, training organisations, community programmes, the workplace, prisons, schools and sixth-form colleges. 

The first ten questions of the literacy and numeracy assessment are designed to identify learners who do not have sufficient skills in letter or number recognition to proceed further. The assessment then begins with questions at Entry 3 and adapts levels in response to the learner’s performance. An assessment may take up to an hour, longer if a learner is working slowly and successfully, or less time if they are finding it difficult.

Cost is based on the number of workstation licences: £199 for one licence up to £5000 for 400.

Basic Skills Agency: www.toolslibrary.co.uk 

The Initial Assessment Tools for literacy and numeracy are available in both paper based and adaptive computer based format and have been designed with different audiences in mind.  

· Standard for general purpose use in a range of contexts 

· Workplace for standard workplace usage.

The standard and workplace Initial Assessment Tools are designed to help ascertain the approximate general literacy or numeracy level at which the learner is working and if further diagnostic assessment or skills support is appropriate. The outcome informs if the learner is working at one of the five adult core curriculum levels from Entry 1 to Level 2.

Cost: Free

A “Good Practice in Skills Check and Initial Assessment” document has been developed to provide support for users of these tools.

Basic & Key Skill Builder (BKSB): www.bksb.co.uk
Basic and Key Skill Builder is available in both paper based format and as an interactive initial assessment which includes screening. It gives a clear indication of a learner’s current literacy and numeracy levels. The assessment is suitable for all learners and is specified to the national standards for basic and key skills and referenced to the Adult Core Curriculum for both literacy and numeracy. It indicates learner’s levels from pre-entry to key skills level 3 and also contains dyslexia and dyscalculia signifiers. 

Cost: Prices are dependent on the number of learners. A personalised, no obligation quote can be obtained to use the product in your organisation. 

Other sources of information are:

· ReadWritePlus: www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus
Diagnostic Assessment

A diagnostic assessment provides a detailed assessment of a learner’s skills and abilities against national standards and identifies strengths, weaknesses and highlights skill gaps. A diagnostic assessment indicates not only which level a learner needs to be placed within but also specific areas of work a learner needs to improve.

Examples from BKSB entry 3 diagnostic assessments

	Curriculum reference
	Topic (Numeracy)
	Comment

	N1/E3.8
	Estimate answers
	Needs help

	HD1/E3.1
	Extract information
	Needs practice

	MSS1/E3.3
	Measure time
	Needs help

	MSS1/E3.6
	Read Scales
	Very good

	
	Topic (Literacy)
	Comment

	Ws/E3.3
	Capital letters
	Needs practice

	Rt/E3.3
	Missing words
	Needs help

	Ws/E3.2
	Verbs
	Needs practice

	Rw/E3.4
	Alphabetical Order
	Very good


A diagnostic assessment can be used as the basis for the development of the learner’s Individual learning Plan (ILP) to set learning targets and structure learning

Diagnostic assessments are available in paper based format and interactive electronic format. 

Information can be obtained from:

ReadWritePlus: www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus - resources are free

Basic and Key Skill Builder: www.bksb.co.uk   - a personalised, no obligation quote given on request based on numbers

Get on: www.dfes@prolog.uk.com – resources are free

Basic Skills Agency www.toolslibrary.co.uk
An Example Result from the BKSB Literacy and Numeracy Initial Assessment





Literacy result: You have a good L1/L2 result. Some skills at L2 may be difficult for you or still need improving.





Suggestion: Take L2 bksb diagnostic assessment to identify any weak areas you need to develop. If your writing skills are at the same level, you have the potential to achieve L2 (with appropriate development, support and motivation).





Note: If your result is much higher than expected by you or your tutor it may be due to having better reading skills than writing skills. A piece of free writing will help you and your tutor to decide on the level that you should be working on.





Numeracy result: You are working generally at Entry 3. Some areas may be difficult for you at the moment.





Suggestion: Take the Entry 3 bksb diagnostic assessment (computer or paper). This will show your strong areas. It will also show you the skills you need to work on. You have the potential to achieve Entry 3. To do this you need to work hard on your weak areas and ask for as much help as you need. 
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