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Adult Literacy &
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Structure of the qualifications

The qualifications offered by Edexcel: 
• Entry 1, 2 and 3
• Level 1
• Level 2

These are based upon the National Standards for Adult Literacy and Adult Numeracy and the associated Core
Curriculum. At all Levels, assessment is based on the whole of the National Standard. 
The qualifications offered by Edexcel at Entry 1, 2, 3 conform to the requirements of the QCA Entry Level
Criteria. The qualifications at Levels 1 and 2 conform to the requirements of the QCA Common Criteria. Entry
1, 2 and 3 components are as follows: 

Adult Literacy

• Speaking and Listening
• Reading 
• Writing

Adult Numeracy

• Handling Data
• Number
• Measures, Shape and Space

Each component, at each level, consists of one unit which is assessed by means of a unit test. Tests do not
have specific time limits. It is important to stress that many candidates will not be ready for assessment of
all modes at the same time or Level. Candidates are registered for five years and can seek final accreditation
at any time over the five years. This flexibility enables learners to progress at their own rate. Some learners
may take two or three years to progress from one Level to another in all modes (e.g. from Level 1 to Level
2).

Unit certification is available for each component at Entry Level. 

The National Test for Adult Literacy and/or Adult Numeracy

This is a multiple-choice test that can be taken paper-based (monthly) or onscreen, on-demand.  
It is the same test as the Key Skills Communications and Application of Number test.
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ecognised that adult learners are likely to have variable Levels of knowledge and skills. Commonly,
ers may be able to demonstrate their abilities confidently in some aspects of Literacy and Numeracy and
ess able to do so in others.  The structure of the Entry Level is designed to reflect this, and to enable
ers to progress at their own pace. Therefore, although the specification requires learners to
nstrate increasing Levels of skills, knowledge and understanding and they may achieve Entry sub-Levels
e same time, it is possible for centres to continue assessing learners in modes that progress through the
evels until they have reached Entry 3, before completing final certification.  Ultimately, learners may
ve all individual units in the specification at the same Level. 
verall qualification at Entry Level is achieved by successfully completing all three units of the
sment at a given Entry sub-Level. 
 learners may choose to be certificated on the achievement of one or two Levels.

ior knowledge or experience is required for learners at Entry 1. The prior knowledge and attainment
red for Entry 2 is defined in the standards and curriculum for Entry 1. The prior knowledge and
nment required for Entry 3 is in the standards and curriculum for Entry 2.
ssful completion of the tests at Entry Level will allow the learners to progress to Level 1 and then to

l 2. 
• The prior knowledge and attainment for Level 1 is in the standards and curriculum for Entry 3. 
• The prior knowledge and attainment for Level 2 is in the standards and curriculum for Level

y also be appropriate, depending upon the associated education or training context, for learners to
ess onto a Key Skills programme, or to study for a GCSE/Advanced GCE, or other relevant qualification.
nd Levels 1 and 2, progression will depend upon the associated education or training context.

fication for the Adult Numeracy Entry Level qualification will be awarded at the level of the lowest
ved unit.
fication for the Adult Literacy Entry Level qualification will be awarded as a spikey profile.

ification

fication for the Adult Numeracy Entry Level qualification will be awarded at the level of the lowest
ved unit.
fication for the Adult Literacy Entry Level qualification will be awarded as a spikey profile.
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