MFL FAQs

Common queries regarding GCSE Speaking Controlled Assessments:
GCSE French, Spanish, Italian, German, Urdu, Chinese 
Unit 2: Speaking Controlled Assessment
For the speaking controlled assessment, what is the difference between 2A and 2B?

· The Speaking unit is divided into two tasks – task 2A and 2B.
· Candidates will undertake both tasks, each task being a different type.
· Both tasks are internally assessed by the centre.
· Marks for both 2A and 2B need to be submitted by the centre.
· Only task 2A is moderated. 
· For 2B, only the marks for the task need to be sent to Edexcel. 

(It may also be a recorded assessment but the Centre do not have to submitted the recording, only the marks).
When can candidates see the tasks for speaking?

· Up to two weeks and a maximum of six contact hours are provided for students to research and prepare each task. Students must not be given more than this time to prepare.
Will I receive OPTEMS or attendance register?

· Centres will receive OPTEMS for unit 2 only – they will receive two OPTEMS forms, one for 2A and one for 2B. 

· Teacher-examiners need to enter the mark out of 30 for each candidate on the 2A OPTEMS and the mark out of 30 for each candidate on the 2B OPTEMS. Teacher-examiners should not attempt to award any type of UMS marks.
· For Units 1, 3 and 4 (the Writing controlled assessment), you will receive an attendance register.

Which pieces of candidate work do I need to send off for moderation?

Check the OPTEMS form for 2A.

· Centres will know which candidates have been selected for sample by checking the OPTEMS form for task 2A – those selected for sample will have an asterisk next to their name.
· The moderator will need see a range of task types within the sample. For example, in the sample of work sent as 2A, centres should not allocate the same task type. For example:

	Candidate
	Task 2A
	Task 2B

	1
	Picture-based discussion
	Presentation

	2
	Picture-based discussion
	Presentation

	3
	Picture-based discussion
	Presentation

	4
	Open Interaction
	Picture-based discussion

	5
	Open Interaction
	Picture-based discussion

	6
	Open Interaction
	Picture-based discussion

	7
	Presentation
	Open Interaction

	8
	Presentation
	Open Interaction

	9
	Presentation
	Open Interaction

	10
	Presentation
	Open Interaction


What forms do I need to fill in for speaking?

You MUST complete forms for every candidate, not just those asterisked on the OPTEMS.

Please look at Page 5 of the Instructions for the Conduct of the Examination and Controlled assessments (ICE). The forms are listed below:
· Candidate Mark Sheet (new form available in the Appendices at the end of the ICE)
Record title of candidate’s work for each 2A and 2B task.

Both teacher and candidate must sign the authentication declaration

· CA2 form

· Task stimulus

Common queries regarding GCSE Writing Controlled Assessments:

GCSE French, Spanish, Italian, German, Urdu, Chinese 

Unit 4: Writing Controlled Assessment
Who marks this unit?

All work from the centre – not a selected sample- is sent to an Edexcel examiner to be marked. The teacher does not mark this.
For my candidates, can I submit one piece of work now and one later, in another series?

No. Both pieces of work must be submitted together to the nominated Edexcel examiner.
What forms do I need to fill in for writing?

Please look at Page 17 of the Instructions for the Conduct of the Examination and Controlled assessments (ICE). The forms are listed below:

· Candidate Mark Sheet (new form available in the Appendices at the end of the ICE)

Record title of candidate’s work for each of the two tasks.

Both teacher and candidate must sign the authentication declaration

· Stimulus/task

· CA4 form

· Candidate work (BOTH pieces)
When can candidates see the tasks for writing?

· Up to two weeks and a maximum of six contact hours are provided for students to research and prepare each task. Students must not be given more than this time to prepare.
Useful links:

Instructions for the Conduct of the Examination and Controlled assessments (ICE)
Controlled assessment teacher support book – speaking
Controlled assessment teacher support book – writing
Supplementary FAQs for GCSE – speaking and writing
----------------------------------------

Other common queries

GCE A2 orals

Do I receive materials for A2 Orals?

· You will not receive any materials for Unit 3 (A2 oral unit). Please refer to the specification for requirements.

Lesser taught GCSEs (Arabic, Greek, Japanese and Russian)

Do I receive materials for GCSE Unit 2 speaking exam in lesser-taught languages?

· No materials, except for the attendance register, are provided by Edexcel. Centres need to submit the recordings to their allocated examiner.
Useful link:

Instructions for Conduct of Examinations (lesser taught GCSEs: Arabic, Greek, Japanese and Russian)
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